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[For high intermediate to advanced students] 

Instructions for the teacher:  

Step 1 – Look at the model text “The Taste of Success” and have students identify examples of 

stative passive verb + preposition combinations. Answers: is known for, is crowded with, 

dedicated to. 

 
Step 2 – Assign story themes to pairs or small groups of students. Have them create short 
stories similar in length to the model. They must use the three combinations listed. Other 
combinations can be added but are not required. Encourage authors to title their stories. 

Step 3 – Allow students to read their stories to the class. VARIATION: Make the stories a fill-
in-the-blank exercise that the class can complete as they listen to the text. Before reading, the 
authors should remind the class what the answer choices are. The verb + preposition 
combinations can be listed on the board.  
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MODEL:  “The Taste of Success” 

My grandfather opened our family restaurant in 1965. It’s been successful, and although it 
remains small, it’s known for having a big and unique menu. Everything on the menu is 
delicious. I know because I’ve tried all the dishes. I’m not the only one who agrees. The 
restaurant is crowded with regular and new customers every evening of the week. Both my 
grandfather and my father are great chefs, and they are dedicated to making each guest’s 
experience a wonderful one. 

 

1.  The Jones Family is like the cast of a soap opera. (be divorced from, be married to, be 
accused of.) 

 

2. I am very organized, but my housemate is very messy. (be cluttered with, be filled with, 
be accustomed to) 

 

3. We just learned that our professor used to be a criminal. (be connected to, be associated 
with, be involved in) 

 

4. My Uncle Peter told me about his adventures in the jungle. (be frightened by, be 
prepared for, be equipped with) 

 

5. One day I am going to be famous. (be remembered for, be satisfied with, be devoted to) 

 

6. I just read about the most amazing vacation spot in the world. (be located in, be excited 
about, be filled with) 

 

7. Rita and Raymond are the most romantic  couple. (be engaged to, be devoted to, be 
concerned about) 

 

 


