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Directions for the teacher:  

STEP 1 – Students will be working in small groups of 3 or 4. You need to select enough headlines for 

each group to work with a unique news story. Assign a headline to each group. Examples: 

How William and Kate drove off into the sunrise  
[Retrieved from http://www.people.com/people/package/article/0,,20395222_20486364,00.html] 
 
PlayStation hackers may have users' credit card info  
[Retrieved from http://articles.cnn.com/2011-04-29/tech/play.station.credit.card_1_credit-card-
passwords-hackers?_s=PM:TECH] 
 
Portland police employ classical music at light rail stations to chase off loiterers  
[Retrieved from http://takeblues.com/portland-police-employ-classical-music-at-light-rail-stations-to-
chase-off-loiterers/] 
 
Anthony Smith, 85-year old sailor, crosses the Atlantic on a raft  
[Retrieved from http://news.travel.aol.com/2011/04/07/85-year-old-sailor-crosses-atlantic-on-a-raft/] 
 
Chicago school bans some lunches brought from home  
[Retrieved from http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2011-04-11/news/ct-met-school-lunch-restrictions-
041120110410_1_lunch-food-provider-public-school] 
 

 

STEP 2 – Each group will make predictions and assumptions based on the assigned headline. Write these 

prompts on the board. (One member may take notes.) 

 The article is probably about how… / why…/ where… 

 I wonder if the article mentions… 

 I’d like to see the full article because I want to know who…/ where…/ why… 

 

 

STEP 3 – Have the groups share their ideas with the whole class. All students should be welcome to 

briefly comment on the headline being presented. 

 

STEP 4 – After all groups have presented to the class, write the following questions on the board and 

have students identify the embedded questions. Then discuss them as a whole group. 

 Is it surprising to you how much the media pays attention to the personal lives of celebrities? 

 What factors should a news editor consider before deciding whether to publish any kind of 

photograph? 

 Can you describe what kinds of news stories interest you the most? 
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STEP 5 (OPTIONAL) –  

As an in-class writing task: Have students work in their small groups again. They must read the full 

article and then together compose a short paragraph following these guidelines: 

 Was the content what you expected based on the headline? (1 sentence) 

 Summarize the report in 2-3 sentences and explain what happened and where it happened. 

 

As an independent writing task: Ask students to read the full article of their choice at home and write a 

short paragraph following these guidelines: 

 Was the content what you expected based on the headline? (1 sentence) 

 Summarize the report in 2-3 sentences and explain what happened and where it happened. 

 

 


