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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Read Text A as a class. Allow students to choose Text B or C and read their choice 

silently. 

STEP 2 – Ask students to identify what the verbs in bold in Part 1 have in common. Guide them 

to the understanding that appear, remain, seem, stay, and keep all express a state of existence. 

Then together identify the words that immediately follow those verbs. Help them understand 

these verbs have complements (adjectives or infinitives are used in the text). 

STEP 3 – Read Text D as a class. Allow students to choose Text E or F and read their choice 

silently. 

STEP 4 – Ask students to identify what the verbs in bold in Part 2 have in common. Guide them 

to the understanding that look, sound, feel, sound, smell, and taste are all sensory verbs. Then 

together identify the words that immediately follow those verbs. Help them understand these 

verbs have complements (adjectives are used in the text). 

STEP 5 – Read Text G as a class. Allow students to choose Text H or I and read their choice 

silently. 

STEP 6 – Ask students to identify what the verbs in bold in Part 3 have in common. Guide them 

to the understanding that become, turn out, get, grew, come, end up, prove and part all express 

a result. Then together identify the words that immediately follow. Help them understand 

these verbs have complements (adjectives, noun phrases, and infinitive clauses are used in the 

text). 

STEP 7 – OPTIONAL: Write an alternative ending to the story. Use at least three of the verbs in 

bold. 
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Part 1 – Text A 

The rainstorm appeared to be weakening, but Sarah remained cautious. It was best to wait until the 

rumble of thunder left the sky. As the weather calmed down, a new sound from outside carried in. It 

was soft meowing.  

Sarah moved to open the door. There on her front porch was a kitten. It seemed so small and alone. 

What did Sarah do? 

- If she left the kitten outside, go to Text B. 

- If she took the kitten inside, go to Text C. 

Text B 

Sarah observed how the little animal managed to stay dry, despite the storm. Perhaps it had 

come on to the porch before the heavy rain fell. Sarah decided to bring out a saucer of milk. 

Then she would likely send the kitten on its way. After all, it must live somewhere nearby.  

Text C 

The little animal looked at Sarah as if to say, “Are you going to invite me in?” Sarah couldn’t 

even think about closing her door on it. She knelt down, the kitten came closer, and soon the 

woman was holding her uninvited guest. The kitten curled up close to keep warm. 

 

Part 2 – Text D 

Somehow the kitten found shelter with Sarah. Any thought of sending it away soon left the woman’s 

head. The kitten looked and sounded happy after drinking the entire saucer of milk Sarah had given it.  

Although Sarah felt unsure about what to do with the kitten, which was now falling asleep on her lap, 

the little animal had probably already made up its mind to stay. 

What happened the next day? 

- If the kitten was naughty, go to Text E. 

- If the kitten behaved well in its new home, go to Text F. 

Text E 

Sarah woke up in the morning to a loud crash in the kitchen. She didn’t know what it was, but it 

didn’t sound good at all. She got out of bed quickly to discover her new guest in the middle of 

the kitchen. It was licking its paws clean. Behind it was a broken flower pot. Sarah noticed small 

bites taken off from the herbs that once sat inside the flower pot. Now the herbs and the pot 

were scattered on the floor. 
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Text F 

At the breakfast table the next morning, the kitten joined Sarah as if already a member of the 

household. Sarah smiled at the animal’s good manners. It took a seat next to her and waited 

politely to be served. Sarah gave a little bit of tuna fish in a small bowl. To Sarah, the canned fish 

smelled awful at that early hour, but to her little guest, the food tasted wonderful. The tuna was 

quickly eaten. 

 

Part 3 – Text G 

Two weeks passed. Sarah and the kitten had become friends. The kitten’s surprise arrival turned out to 

be Sarah’s good fortune. She didn’t realize how lonely she had been without her little companion. Sarah 

had posted “Lost Kitten?” signs around her home, but no one so far came forward to claim the animal. 

What happened the next day? 

- If the kitten stays with Sarah, go to Text H. 

- If the kitten returns to its original owner, go to Text I. 

Text H 

The phone rang, and Sarah answered it. “Hi. I’m calling about the lost kitten.” the caller stated. 

Suddenly, Sarah got very anxious. She had just decided on a name for the kitten, and now she 

was going to have to say good-bye to it. Thankfully, the man on the phone explained that his 

family had several kittens on their farm and grew worried when one disappeared. However, 

they were happy to learn the little adventurer found a new home. Sarah hung up. She, too, was 

happy that the kitten had truly come home. 

Text I 

The phone rang, and Sarah answered it. “Hi. I’m calling about the lost kitten.” the caller stated. 

Sarah knew her secret fear had come true. The precious kitten belonged to someone else. “Yes, 

I found it two weeks ago,” said Sarah. She explained how the kitten ended up a guest in her 

home. 

The caller came to the house that afternoon. Sarah knew parting with the kitten would prove to 

be difficult. But as the caller approached, a strange look appeared on his face. “That’s not 

Whiskers.” Hope rose in Sarah’s eyes and she asked, “It’s not?” 

No, it wasn’t. Whiskers had a black stripe on its tail. Sarah’s little kitten did not. As the man 

walked away, Sarah held the kitten in her arms. They would have parted friends, but now they 

could live as family. 

 


