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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Challenge the students to form compound words based on your descriptions. Do not 

write the words at this point. Only work out loud. You can give clues with hand gestures and 

with the inflection of your voice. 

 

Model:  

Teacher – “What do we call something that is made by hand?” 

Students – “Handmade.”  

1. What do we call something made by a tailor? tailor-made 

2. What do we call clothes are you buy off the rack 
at the store? And if it’s already made to wear? 

off-the-rack  
ready-made 

3. What do we call used clothing? These clothes 
came from a first pair of hands to a second. 

secondhand 

4. How do we describe clothing that has been worn 
so much that the color and quality have gone out 
of it? 

worn-out (adj.) 
 

5. What do we call a young boy still in school? And 
a girl? 

schoolboy 
schoolgirl 

6. What kind of glasses protect our eyes from the 
sun? And if it’s a hat? 

sunglasses 
sun hat 

7. What kind of shoes does one wear to dress up? dress shoes 

8. How do we describe shoes that are polished 
well? 

well-polished 

9. How do we describe call a child that is ten years 
old? 

a ten-year-old 
child 

10. What do we call the action of letting wet clothing 
drip to dry? 

drip-dry 

 

STEP 2 – Ask students work solo to complete the chart in Task A.  

 

STEP 3 – Have students work in pairs to complete Task B. 

 

STEP 4 – Have students summarize their findings for the class.  

 

STEP 5 – Ask the class to sort the boldfaced words in Task A by parts of speech. Write the 

answers on the board. (See below.) Discuss how the words were formed. 
Compound modifiers:  tailor-made, handmade, ready-made, off-the-rack, secondhand, worn-out,  

                                         well-polished, ten-year-old, drip-dried 

Compound nouns: schoolboy, schoolgirl, sunglasses, sun hat, dress shoes 

Compound verb: drip-dry  
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[Task A.  Write about yourself.] 

1. Which word describes most 
of your clothes?  
(Circle one.) 

 

 
tailor-made       handmade       ready-made/off-the-rack 

2. Have you ever worn 
secondhand clothing? 
(Circle one.) 

 
                          YES                                  NO 

3. Do you have any worn-out 
clothing that you still like to 
wear? (Circle one.) 

 
        Yes,                              Yes,                               No, 
      A LOT.                          SOME.                     NOT MUCH. 

4. Think about what you wore 
as a schoolboy or a 
schoolgirl. Has your taste in 
clothing changed over the 
years?         (Circle one.) 

       
        Yes,                              Yes,                               No, 
      A LOT.                      A LITTLE.                     NOT MUCH. 

5. How do you choose 
sunglasses? (Circle one.) 

Based on how               Based on how                 Both 
well they protect          good I look                      reasons. 
my eyes.                         in them. 

6. Would you wear some kind 
of sun hat? If yes, what 
kind? If no, why not? 

 

7. Do you wear well-polished 
dress shoes?  (Circle one.) 

Yes, they are              I have dress shoes,         Dress shoes?   
always polished.       but they’re not                 I don’t own 
                                     always polished.              any! 

8. Do you own a ten-year-old 
piece of clothing or 
accessory? Or something 
older? Explain. 

 

9. Do you own clothing that 
must be drip-dried?    
(Circle one.) 

          YES                      NO              I don’t know. Maybe 
                                                          I’m supposed to drip-dry 
                                                          clothes, but I never have. 

 

[Task B. What do you have in common with your partner? Look back at your answers in Task A.] 

How is your clothing 
similar or different 
from the clothing 
worn by your partner? 

 
 

 
 

 

 


