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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Have students complete Task A in pairs as a warm-up. Focus more on engaging 

students in speaking than producing correct answers.   

 

STEP 2 – Present the structures for similes: (1) as (adjective/adverb) as + noun and (2) like + 

noun. Complete Task B as a class. Explain these are comparisons that have become standard.  

Answers: 

1. Fight   e. like cats and dogs    

2. As busy   c. as a bee    

3. As strong  f. as an ox    

4. Work   j. like a dog   

5. Eat    d. like a horse    

6. As mad    h. as a hornet    

7. As stubborn  a. as a mule    

8. As snug   g. as a bug in a rug    

9. As proud  i. as a peacock    

10. Have eyes   b. like a hawk 

 

As you make the matches, confirm students’ understanding of the meanings. For example, “eat like a 

horse” means to eat a lot and “(as) snug as a bug in a rug” means to be very cozy.   

 

STEP 3 – Students may work in pairs or small groups to discuss the questions in Task C. 

 

STEP 4 – (Optional) Encourage students to write one of their answers from Task C in paragraph 

form. 

 

STEP 5 – (Optional) You may decide to present additional similes for other animals. Pairs can be 

handed one simile with the meaning explained and be asked to create a question for the class 

to answer. Examples: 
 

 (as) eager as a beaver = very eager 

 eat like a bird   = eat a little 

 (as) blind as a bat = not see well 

 (as) gentle as a lamb = very gentle 

 (as) quiet as a mouse = very quiet 
 

Model 1: She worries about her son because he’s so thin and eats like a bird.  

  What does it mean to eat like a bird? 

Model 2: If someone eats very little, do they eat like a bird, a bat, or a cat? 
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[Task A.] 

Discuss the questions with a partner. 

 

1. Which of the following animals and insects are dangerous? Which are gentle? 

mule  lion  hornet  lamb 

 

2. Which animals and insects work hard? What kind of work do they do? 

bee  beaver  cat  ox 

 

3. Which animal likely eats the most? Which animals likely eat little?  

horse  cat  bird  beaver 

 

4. Which animals are known not to get along with each other? 

cats  mice  dogs  horses 

 

5. Which animal likes to display itself? How? 

lion  peacock horse  mule 

 

6. Which animal has the best eyesight? 

beaver  dog  bat  hawk 

 

7. Which animals follow directions well? 

dog  horse  cat  mule 

 

8. Which animals and insects would you find in someone’s home? 

hornet  cat  bug  dog 

 

 

[Task B.] 

Match the parts to form common similes. 

 

1. Fight   ___   a. as a mule 

2. As busy   ___   b. like a hawk 

3. As strong  ___   c. as a bee 

4. Work   ___   d. like a horse 

5. Eat    ___   e. like cats and dogs 

6. As mad    ___   f. as an ox 

7. As stubborn  ___   g. as a bug in a rug 

8. As snug   ___   h. as a hornet 

9. As proud  ___   i. as a peacock 

10. Have eyes   ___   j. like a dog 
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[Task C.] 

Talk with a partner. Take turns asking questions. 

1. Have you ever been as mad as a hornet? What caused your anger? 

2. What describes your behavior on most weekends, as busy as a bee or as snug as a bug in a rug? 

3. Do you know any two people who fight like cats and dogs? What do they argue about? 

4. Do you know anyone who is as stubborn as a mule? 

5. For what kind of cause, what kind of money, or what kind of opportunity would you work like a 

dog? 

6. Who needs to have eyes like a hawk to do their work? 

7. Who needs to be as strong as an ox to do their work? 

8. You have a guest coming who is known to eat like a horse. What will you serve your guest for 

dinner? 

9. Has anyone or anything made you as proud as a peacock? 

 


