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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Complete Task A as a class. Discuss reasons why an article is or isn’t needed. 

 

Answers: 

1. a)  Jeff is at [Ø] work now. He’ll be home by 6. 

b) Where’s the report? Are you telling me it’s not ready yet? 

    - Jeff promised that all [the] work would be done by tomorrow. 

2. a) I want to go to [Ø] college and study art history. 

b) I’ve chosen [the] college I want to go to, but now I have to think about tuition. 

3. a) You can go to [Ø] prison for shoplifting. 

b) You can enter [the] prison during visiting hours. 

4. a) Karen ate [Ø] breakfast in bed. 

b) [The] breakfast that Karen made was delicious! 

5. a) Sheila Walsh was named [the/Ø] Vice-President of Sales. 

b) Sheila explained that in her company [the] VP reports to [the] CEO. 

All the “a” answers in items 1-4 refer to institutions. No article is needed. In 5a, either the 

definite article or the zero article is possible in order to refer to the unique position. In all the 

“b” answers in items 1-5, specific nouns are being used. These are concrete references and not 

general references. 

 

STEP 2 – Students may work in pairs or small groups to complete Task B.   

 

STEP 3 – Students may write their answer to one of the questions in Task B for homework. 
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[Task A.] 

Choose the correct article (definite article “the” or the zero article Ø). 

 

1. a)  Jeff is at [the/Ø] work now. He’ll be home by 6. 

b) Where’s the report? Are you telling me it’s not ready yet? 

    - Jeff promised that all [the/Ø] work would be done by tomorrow. 

2. a) I want to go to [the/Ø] college and study art history. 

b) I’ve chosen [the/Ø] college I want to go to, but now I have to think about tuition. 

3. a) You can go to [the/Ø] prison for shoplifting. 

b) You can enter [the/Ø] prison during visiting hours. 

4. a) Karen ate [the/Ø] breakfast in bed. 

b) [The/Ø] breakfast that Karen made was delicious! 

5. a) Sheila Walsh was named [the/Ø] Vice-President of Sales. 

b) Sheila explained that in her company [the/Ø] VP reports to [the/Ø] CEO. 

 

[Task B.] 

Discuss the questions with a partner. Take turns asking the questions. 

1. Do you consider having breakfast in bed a treat? Why or why not? 

2. Describe the most romantic spot for a dinner for two. 

3. Which meal is more important to you, lunch or dinner? 

4. Is school a fun place for you? Why or why not? 

5. What kinds of things should be available to people in jail? 

6. What kinds of jobs allow you to work from home? Would you want one of these jobs? Why 

do some people prefer going to work at an office? 

7. Would you want to be a king or queen for a day? Why or why not? 

8. Your school has a Student Council and they just named you Student Council President. What 

are your first acts as the president? 

 

 


