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Dear Problem-Solver, 

I got married one month ago. My wife and I recently moved into our first house. Since then, my 

mother-in-law has been calling my wife almost every day. I knew that they were close, but I 

didn’t expect to have the phone ringing off the hook after we got married. My mother-in-law 

likes to give advice on how to decorate the house. My wife not only listens to her mother’s 

advice, but she also asks for it. She does ask for my opinion, but then she needs her mother for 

a second one. It’s driving me up the wall. It also makes me feel like my opinion doesn’t matter. 

What can I do? 

- Tired of Mother-in-Law 

Dear Problem-Solver, 

I’m a telemarketer. I can’t say that I love my job, but I’m good at it and I don’t have plans to 

quit. My co-worker is a nice person, but she hates the job and complains about it every day. 

She often talks about other kinds of work that would be more interesting. She’s made it clear 

that she will not spend more than a year at our company. That’s fine, but her complaining 

makes my workday difficult. It doesn’t matter that she always begins by saying, “I’m sorry to 

complain again, but…” Should I let her complain or tell her to be quiet? 

- Not Interested in Complaints 

Dear Problem-Solver, 

I made a terrible mistake. I broke up with my girlfriend six months ago. We had been together for 

almost a year. She started talking about getting married, and I got scared. I wanted to wait a bit more 

before we had that conversation. She got mad, and we split up. Now she’s with a new guy, and when I 

ran into her last week I saw an engagement ring on her finger. I still love her. I don’t want to take away 

any happiness that she’s found, but I believe that I can make her happier than anyone. Should I talk to 

her? 

- Still in Love 


