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Instructions for the teacher:  

Step 1 – Hand out Quiz 1. Have students complete the quiz solo. Then ask them to pair up to 

compare their answers. Finally, correct the quiz as a class. [Definitions based on the Longman 

Dictionary of American English.] 

Step 2 – Copy enough sets of dominoes for students to play in groups of 4 (5 is also possible).  

Cut horizontally to create 20 slips of paper. Hand each group a set. Shuffle the “dominoes” (slips 

of paper) and distribute evenly. Note: This game must be played around a flat surface (either a 

small table or a few desks pushed together to create a central area). 

Step 3 – Playing the game: The student with the first birthday in a calendar year will start by 
placing any domino in the center of the table. Moving clockwise, each student will have a chance 
to make a match. Matches are made when a sentence opener (one right side of “domino”) can be 
placed alongside a particle (one left side of “domino”). Two dominoes can be placed to make a 
horizontal line or to create an L-shaped pattern. The player who makes a match must read the 
sentence aloud. If no match can be made, the next student takes his or her turn. If a match is 
made, the other players must confirm it’s correct by looking at Quiz 1 answers.  

IMPORTANT: The first player to use all his or her dominoes wins, but the game must be played 
until all dominoes are used. 

Step 4 – Suggestion: It’s ideal to play 2-3 rounds of dominoes so that students learn to make 
different matches and the model sentences are read aloud by the group more than once. After 
the game is over, have students take  Quiz 2. Correct answers as a class. 
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QUIZ 1 

Fill in the missing particle. The first has been done for you. 

 

1. call it _off__  = cancel 

2. cut it _____  = remove by cutting 

3. cut it _____  = cut into smaller pieces 

4. turn it _____  = reject or decline 

5. close it ____  = force a business to stop operating 

6. clean it ____  = clean completely 

7. cover it ____  = cover completely 

8. cut it ____  = reduce 

9. turn it ____  = stop a machine 

10. think it ____  = consider 

11. put it ____  = delay, delay doing 

12. let it ____  = allow to leave 

13. make it ____  = create or invent 

14. try it ____  = test to see if it works or is good 

15. take it ____  = remove (especially clothing or wrapping) 

16. check it ____  = examine (because you think it is interesting) 

17. look it ____  = examine quickly (usually to see if there are mistakes) 

18. set it _____  = prepare it for use or make arrangements for it 

19. tear it _____  = destroy 

20. talk it _____  = discuss (a problem, a difficult decision) 
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QUIZ 2 

Fill in the missing particle. The first has been done for you. 

 

1. After discovering illegal activity at that bar, the police decided to close it _down__. 

2. There won’t be any wedding. The couple has called it _______. 

3. We heard about a wonderful new restaurant, so we want to check it _______. 

4. It was a good job offer, but it wasn’t right for me, so I turned it _______. 

5. I saw a great coupon in the newspaper, so I cut it _______. 

6. Julie was too hot in her winter coat, so she took it _______. 

7. Mike dislikes cleaning his apartment, so he often puts it _______. 

8. The story isn’t true at all. The media made it _______. 

9. The doctor said the amount of salt in my diet was too high and I should cut it _______. 

10. As the husband parked the car, the dog excitedly barked at the door, so the wife let it 

_______. 

11. Oops! I spilled some coffee on the floor. Don’t worry. I’ll clean it _______. 

12. The husband and wife agreed not to make a major purchase without talking it _______. 

13. Don’t leave your computer on all night. Turn it _______. 

14. The company president wanted a conference call, and he asked his secretary to set it 

_______. 

15. Thanks for the recipe for baked chicken. This weekend I plan to try it _______. 

16. The mother knew the piece of meat was too large for the boy, so she cut it _______. 

17. I don’t like to submit a report with mistakes, so I usually ask a co-worker to look it 

_______. 

18. There was a large spot on the tablecloth, but with a vase of flowers I was able to cover it 

_______. 

19. The old building stood empty for years before the city decided to tear it _______. 

20. It was an interesting job offer. I needed a few days to think it _______. 
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…off. After discovering illegal activity at that bar, the 

police decided to close it… 

…down. Julie was too hot in her winter coat, so she took 

it… 

…out. The doctor said the amount of salt in my diet 

was too high and I should cut it… 

…out. The old building stood empty for years before 

the city decided to tear it… 

…out. There won’t be any wedding. The couple has 

called it… 

…down Don’t leave your computer on all night. Turn 

it… 

…off. The mother knew the piece of meat was too 

large for the boy, so she cut it… 

…out. Oops! I spilled some coffee on the floor. Don’t 

worry. I’ll clean it… 

…off. I don’t like to submit a report with mistakes, so 

I usually ask a co-worker to look it…  

…down. I saw a great coupon in the newspaper, so I cut 

it… 

…off. As the husband parked the car, the dog 

excitedly barked at the door, so the wife let it… 

…up. We heard about a wonderful new restaurant, so 

we want to check it… 

…over. Mike dislikes cleaning his apartment, so he 

often puts it… 
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…over. Thanks for the recipe for baked chicken. This 

weekend I plan to try it… 

…up. The husband and wife agreed not to make a 

major purchase without talking it… 

…up. The company president wanted a conference 

call, and he asked his secretary to set it… 

…over. The story isn’t true at all. The media made it… 

…up. There was a large spot on the tablecloth, but 

with a vase of flowers I was able to cover it… 

…down. It was an interesting job offer. I needed a few 

days to think it… 

…up. It was a good job offer, but it wasn’t right for 

me, so I turned it… 

 


