
Timely Tales 1 [past]: Review of verb tenses through student-generated 
stories 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

[For high intermediate to advanced students] 

Directions for the teacher:  

Step 1 –Have students work in pairs to complete the tale. Note the prompts under each blank. 

Step 2 – When the tales have been written, have two or three pairs form small groups of four or 
six. Each pair should take a turn reading their story aloud. 

Step 3 – In those same groups, have students recognize the tenses used and their meanings. 
You may use the following set of questions to guide them. After each question is answered on 
paper, have students share their answers with the group for confirmation. 

1. Circle examples of actions in progress at a past point in time. (past progressive) Do any 
show two actions in progress at the same time? 

2. Underline examples of a past action or event that happened before another past point in 
time. (past perfect) 

3. Find examples of an event or action (simple past) which interrupted another event or 
action in progress. Underline the interruption twice. 

4. Find at least one sentence with a series of actions completed in the past (simple past). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Timely Tales 1 [past]: Review of verb tenses through student-generated 
stories 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

 

[Past] 

An Unsolved Mystery 

Once when I was about 11 or 12, I saw a _______________. Well, at least I think I did.  
      wild animal 

 
I was walking home from school, when I saw it at a distance. At first I felt ______________.  
                  emotion 

Then I became _______________. I had never seen a _______________ before.  
   emotion       same wild animal 

 
 
I decided to tell _______________ about this. I also tried to talk to ___________.  
   person(s)      person(s) 

 
Unfortunately, no one believed me. They all said, “______________________________.” 
 
I was about to give up. Then one evening while I _______________ at home, the phone rang.  
               action in past progressive 

 
It was my neighbor, Mrs. Griffin. She had heard a strange noise in her backyard, and she said it  
 
sounded  just like _______________. I ran to tell my parents. When they heard the news,  
   same wild animal 

 
they immediately went over to Mrs. Griffin’s. I followed. 

While we were crossing the yard, other neighbors were arriving, too. I guess Mrs. Griffin 

had called everyone. When we all gathered in her backyard, she pointed to the spot where she 

had heard the noises coming from. My father stepped forward. Everyone became quiet. My 

father disappeared into the shadows, but a second later he began to laugh. Others approached 

him, and soon they were laughing as well. 

It turned out to be _______________. Of course, after that, everyone thought that  
   something other than the wild animal 

 
both Mrs. Griffin and I simply had very good imaginations. That may have been the case. But it  
 
was also possible that _______________ had truly lived near our neighborhood.  
   same wild animal 
 

 

 


