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Directions for the teacher:  

Step 1 –Ask students to pinch their nose and say: “No, it’s my turn.” Can they identify which 

consonants sound funny? They should have difficulty saying /m, n, ŋ/. Can they explain why? 

The answer lies in the definition of a nasal consonant. The airflow must go through the nose, not 

the mouth. With their noses pinched, the usual path is blocked and the sounds /m, n, ŋ/ become 

distorted.  

Step 2 – Help students feel where the airflow should be blocked when they say /m, n, ŋ /. Have 
them listen and repeat: mum – none – sung. Can they feel the progression from front to back 
(lips /m/ > front of tongue – tooth ridge /n/ > back of tongue – roof of mouth /ŋ/)? 
 
Students can also contrast the sounds through the sentences below. If possible, have them look 

in a small mirror to see the different articulators working. 

/m/ = upper and lower lips touch 

My mom met your mom. 

/n/ = front of tongue touches alveolar ridge  

There’s no need to nag your neighbors. 

/ŋ/ = back of tongue touches roof of mouth 

The king has a thing about rings on his fingers. 

Step 3 – Hand out the “Many Meanings” worksheet (see next page), one to each pair or small 
group. Give students a few minutes to make the matches. Then have volunteers read the answers 
aloud. When all the correct matches have been made, have students review the definitions of the 
words in bold with their partners or within their small groups. Challenge the students to explain 
the meaning of each word with “means” and the present progressive. Example: What does 
[moan] mean? – If someone is [moaning], it means…/ “Moaning” means… 
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Task A. Match the questions to the answers. 

Who is manning the 
spacecraft? ___ 
 

a. It’s not just her. Many 
teenage girls are in love with 
that singer. 

Why is the patient moaning? 
___ 
 

b. Yes. They often complain 
that the family name will not 
live on. 

Why is Julie mooning over 
him? 
___ 

c. The pilot is in control of the 
ship. 
 

What are they mining for? ___ d. Yes, we’re close to a dairy 
farm. The cows are usually in 
the meadow. 

Is that mooing I hear? ___ e. She wants medicine for her 
pain. 
 

Are the parents bemoaning 
the fact that they still don’t have 
grandchildren? ___ 

f. These lands are rich with 
copper and gold. 

 


