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Directions for the teacher:  

Step 1 –Ask student to repeat these pairs and identify which word has the longer syllable. 

Group 1: Cole-colt bowl-bolt fell-felt    

hill-hilt  Hall-hault quill-quilt wall-Walt  

Group 2:  bold-bolt build-built hold-Holt weld-welt 

 

Students should be made aware that /l/ as a final sound creates a long syllable.  

Also, /l/ + voiced consonant is part of a longer syllable compared to /l/ + a voiceless consonant. 

In Groups 1 and 2 above, the first word has the longer syllable. However, warn them not to go 

too fast in saying words with /l/ + voiceless consonant; otherwise, the /l/ may not be heard by 

one’s listeners. Explain that the tip of the tongue must touch the ridge behind the upper front 

teeth. 

 

Students can also contrast the words through these sentences: 

Final /l/ = long syllable 

Cole is standing in the hall against the wall. 

/l/ + voiced consonant = long syllable  

He was bold enough to build it. 

/l/ + voiceless consonant = short syllable  

Walt and Holt built the bolts for that hilt. 

 

Step 2 – Remind students that /l/ can follow voiced or voiceless consonants (stops). In both 
cases, students need to take the time to fully pronounce the /l/ so that it is clearly heard by one’s 
listeners. The small but important difference is whether or not the /l/ itself starts as a voiced or 
voiceless consonant. After the stops /p, k/, the /l/ sound begins voiceless. After voiced stops  
/b, g/, the /l/ sound stays voiced. Ask students to listen and repeat: 
 
Group 1: black, blade, blame, blank, blast, blend, blind, blue, block, blow [voiced stop + /l/] 
Group 2: place, plane, plank, play, please, plot, plow, plug, plum, plus [voiceless stop + /l/] 
Group 3: glad, glass, glee, glean, globe, gloom, gloss, glove, glow, glue [voiced stop + /l/] 
Group 4: class, clay, clap, clean, clever, climb, clip, clock, clothes, close [voiceless stop + /l/] 
 
Explain that in Groups 1 and 3, /l/ follows a voiced consonant, so /l/ itself remains voiced. 
Explain that in Groups 2 and 4, /l/ follows a voiceless consonant, so /l/ begins voiceless and 
then becomes voiced as it moves into the following vowel sound. 

Note: For more on aspiration and initial voiceless stops I recommend Rebecca Dauer’s Accurate English: A Complete 
Course in Pronunciation (1993). 

Students can also contrast the words through these sentences: 

/b, g/ + /l/ = /l/ remains voiced 

The globe glowed black and blue. 

/p, k/ + /l/ = /l/ begins voiceless 

The class was pleased with clever plot.  
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Step 3 – Prepare the situation cards in advance. (See next page.) You need an even number of 
students. You can participate, too, if there is an odd number of students. Ideally, you will have 
enough question-answer pairs for pairs of students. Give each card to a student. Their task is to 
find the other person with the matching question or answer. They may not show their cards to 
others. They can only read from the cards. When pairs are made, students may sit down. When 
all matches are made, have students read their question-answer pairs aloud. 
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Situation cards: Copy and cut out. You may add your own ideas. 

Why is Cole clapping? Because Glen caught the glass 
globe before it could break. 
 

Why is your arm black and 
blue? 
 

I was trying to climb up to the 
clock on my wall. I wanted to 
clean it, but I fell. 

Is there a good place to put this 
clock? 
 

Place it here so you can plug it 
in the wall. 
 

The clothes don’t smell, but 
are you sure they’re clean? 
 

No, but I’ll gladly put them all 
in the washing machine. 

What color should we paint the 
walls in the hall? 
 

Well, we need a color of glee 
not gloom, so how about royal 
blue? 

Is Walt always so bold? 
 
 

No, usually his brother Holt is 
the bold one. 

When did Dale go bald? 
 
 

Shh… We all pretend he still 
has a full head of hair. 

Will your new place be built 
by this fall? 
 

Yes, if all goes well we’ll move 
by then. 

 


