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Directions for the teacher:  

STEP 1 – Copy the conversation cards. Fold the paper in half lengthwise and paste together. Cut out the 

cards so that they are two-sided. (Each side represents a mass noun with a countable or uncountable 

meaning.) Shuffle them and hand the deck to Student A, who will then read the first question aloud.  

STEP 2 – Ask for volunteers to answer the question. On the board, note noun phrases used both in the 

question and in the responses that illustrate the key word with a countable or uncountable meaning. 

Model: Have you ever taken a vacation that didn’t cost much money? 

“My friends and I went hiking last summer, and we didn’t spend a lot of money.” 

“I visited relatives in the winter, and besides the train ticket, I didn’t spend any money.” 

On board > much money, a lot of money, any money 

 

STEP 3 – Student A flips the card over and reads the second question aloud. Continue to list noun 

phrases used.  

Model: Your government has given you the power to distribute this year’s tax monies as you see fit. 

What will you do first? 

“I think all tax monies should stay in the country and go to education.” 

“I would give some of the money to the space program.” 

On board > all tax monies, some of the money 

 

STEP 4 – Pause in the activity and ask students to recall how the noun phrases were used. Identify which 

noun phrases have a countable or uncountable meaning. Discuss why it is possible for a mass noun to 

have a countable meaning. Focus on the difference between abstract (mass noun/ non-count noun) and 

specific (count noun). 

STEP 5 – You may choose to continue the activity as a whole group or in small groups. For the former, 

ask Student A to pass the deck of cards to Student B (then to Student C, etc.) For the latter, divide the 

remaining cards evenly among the small groups and ask members to take turns drawing a card and 

asking a question. 

 

STEP 6 – When all the questions have been used, you can review them as a class. Read each one aloud 

and identify the boldfaced noun as having a countable or uncountable meaning.  
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Copy, fold in half lengthwise, paste, and cut to create double-sided cards. 

Do you think life is better in 
the country or the city? 
 

Can an animal have a good life 
in a zoo instead of the wild? 

Have you ever taken a 
vacation that didn’t cost much 
money? 

Your government has given you 
the power to distribute this year’s 
tax monies as you see fit. What 
will you do first? 

Which is healthier for you, tea 
or coffee? 

If someone invites you to an 
afternoon tea, what would 
you expect at the event? 

Why are some people not 
comfortable with technology? 

Which technologies do you 
depend on the most? 
 

Who do you spend most of 
your time with? 

How many times did you check 
email yesterday? 
 

Is bread a large part of your 
diet? 

How many kinds of breads as 
can you name one minute? 

Do you own any works of art? Do you have any interest in 
the performing arts? 
 

Is it ever better to tell a lie 
than the truth? 

Name some general truths 
about life all children learn as 
they grow up. 

Name someone who has had a 
great influence on film as an 
art or industry. 

How many films have you 
watched in the past week? 

 


