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Level: intermediate to advanced  

Instructions for the teacher:  

Step 1 – Bring in three knick-knacks from home. Try to bring two very commonplace objects 

and one highly unusual one. (Examples of commonplace objects: a store-bought picture frame, 

ordinary coasters, dried flowers, a plain vase, or an everyday coffee mug.) Ask students to tell 

you which object they find the most interesting and why.    

Step 2 – Define conversation piece (an unusual object that can easily serve as the subject of a 

conversation, in other words, when people see it, they always ask about it). Hold up the one 

object that the majority of students found most interesting. Tell them they will now have the 

chance to learn more about it by asking you five questions. Pass out the five question cards 

randomly (see last page) and have students read their questions aloud one by one. Answer the 

questions briefly. Ideally, this activity will be done with six or more students.  If you have fewer 

than six, some students will have to ask more than one question. If you have more than six, 

other students will wait their turn to be a questioner. 

 
Step 3 – Place the following timeline on the board and have students recall the five pieces of 
information that you just shared. Ask them to identify where the facts go on the timeline. The 
circles represent points in time. The rectangles represent periods of time. 
 
past     present    future 
 
 
 
 
Example: 
1 – You had been looking for a special souvenir on your trip to Italy. 
2 – You got that necklace at an outdoor market. 
3 – You’ve had that necklace for five years. 
4 - When you’re not wearing the necklace, you keep it on your dresser. 
5 – One day, you’ll give the necklace to a daughter or niece. 
 
Step 4 – Have students pass their question cards to those who have not yet asked any 
questions. A student without a question card will state his or her favorite conversation piece at 
home. S/he can add 1-2 sentences to describe the object’s physical appearance. Model: “I have a 
really interesting statue. It looks like one of those statues on Easter Island, but it’s really 
small.” Those with cards will read the questions aloud and the speaker will answer briefly. 
 
Step 5 – As the speaker answers, note the information. When the Q&A period is over, ask the 
class to recall the information according to its place on the timeline. (1)What happened first? 
(2)What happened second? (3)Which piece of information refers to an act that began in the 
past and continues to now? (4)What piece of information refers only to the present? (5)What 
did we learn about the future? Repeat this activity several times with different students talking 
about different conversation pieces. Each time, the question cards should be handed to new 
students. 
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Suggestions:  
1) You can use this as a warm-up activity for review lesson on verb tenses.  
2) You can also omit the use of the timeline and simply have all the students take turns telling 
about their favorite conversation pieces at home. To end the general Q&A period, you can test 
their ability to recall information and seek new facts by asking them to arrange themselves in the 
following manners: 

 Group yourselves according to how you got your conversation pieces: you bought it OR 
you received it as a gift.  

 Group yourselves according to how long you’ve had your conversation pieces: less than 
five years, 5-10 years, more than 10 years. 

 Arrange yourselves in a line according to the size of your different conversation pieces, 
smallest to biggest. 

 Arrange yourselves in a line according to the value of your different conversation pieces, 
least expensive to most expensive. 

 Arrange yourselves in a line according to where you got your conversation pieces: from 
west to east, starting with your current location. 
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Question Cards: Copy and cut out. 

 

Where did you get it (them)? 

 
 

How long have you had it (them)? 

 

Where do you keep it (them)? 

 

Had you been looking for this kind of thing for a long 

time before you actually got it? 

 

 

Will you ever give it (them) away or sell it (them)? 

 

 

 


