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Level: high intermediate to advanced 

Instructions for the teacher:  

Step 1 – Ask students what they place more importance on: a sense of belonging or a sense of 

uniqueness. Do you think the preference is determined by one’s culture?   

Step 2 – Lead discussion from Step 1 into Tasks A and B. Have them do Task A solo to see if 

any expressions are already familiar. Then place them 2’s or 3’s to compare their choices. In 

these small groups, they will also complete Task B. Correct their work as a class. 

 
Step 3 – Copy and cut out the student cards. Which cards you will need depends on the size of 
your group. The game should be played with 10-20 students.  The basic idea is to have one group 
of students receive situation cards and the other group receive saying cards. As the situations are 
read aloud, the appropriate sayings are matched to them. Be sure to select the right cards and 
the right number to allow matches. If you have an uneven number, you can read one of the 
situation cards yourself. 
NOTES: 

 With groups larger than 10, some students will have the same saying cards. If two 
students wish to respond to a situation with the same saying, allow the first to make the 
match. The second student can learn and use the expression great minds think alike and 
hold on to the saying card until another opportunity appears to use it. 

 With groups smaller than 10, you can pass out the saying cards to the students while you 
read the situations. Students can receive more than one saying card. They must listen 
closely and decide if any of their sayings match the situation you are describing. Again, if 
more than one student tries to respond with the same saying, only one should be allowed 
to make the match. Tell them, “Great minds think alike,” and ask the second student to 
hold on to the saying card until another opportunity appears to use it. 

 
Step 4 – Optional: Write the questions on the board and allow students to discuss them in 
small groups. 

 Can you apply the saying the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree to any members of your 
family? 

 Do you march to the beat of a different drummer in any aspect of your life? 

 Name a celebrity you consider to be one of a kind. Explain your choice. 

 Were you like two peas in a pod with any of your childhood friends? 

 Name something you bought recently that’s a dime a dozen.  
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TASK A: Place the sayings into the correct categories. 

 The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. 
 March to the beat of a different drummer 

 (Be) one of a kind 

  (Be) like two peas in a pod 

 (Be) a dime a dozen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK B: Match the sayings to the definitions. 

1. The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree. ____ 
2. March to the beat of a different drummer ____ 
3. (Be) one of a kind ____ 
4. (Be) like two peas in a pod ____ 
5. (Be) a dime a dozen ____ 

a. easy to find and readily available 

b. unique 

c. have a different way of doing things; have a different mindset or set of values 

d. be similar in character to another person, especially a parent 

e. be very close and very similar to each other (usually refers to friends) 

 

Expresses 
Similarities 

Expresses 
Differences 
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[Situations & Sayings: student cards] 

John gets his work done, but I wouldn’t 

say he’s a great team player. He usually has 

his own approach, and prefers to work 

alone. He doesn’t follow tradition. 

 

He marches to the beat of a different 

drummer. 

Paulo comes from a family of doctors and 

nurses. And while his sisters have also 

shown an interest in science, Paulo has the 

heart of an artist. He doesn’t take after 

anyone in the family. 

He marches to the beat of a different 

drummer. 

Daniela put herself through law school. 

She now has her own practice. Did you 

also know that she can sing opera? She’s 

given a couple of performances at the local 

theater. She’s simply amazing! 

She’s one of a kind. 

 

My sister definitely has a unique sense of 

style. I don’t know where she gets her ideas 

about fashion from. Her hair is purple, her 

clothes don’t really match, but somehow 

she looks strangely beautiful. 

She’s one of a kind. 

 

 Vincent takes after his father. They both 

have a bad temper. His dad is usually a 

calm man, but when he gets mad it’s 

almost scary. I can say the same thing 

about Vincent. 

 

The apple doesn’t fall far from the 

tree. 

My neighbor loves to garden. Every spring 

she’s out in her yard planting something 

news. I guess I’m not surprised to learn 

that her daughter owns a flower shop. The 

love of gardening must be in the family.  

The apple doesn’t fall far from the 

tree. 

Sally and Liz have been friends since 

childhood. Even now that they’re both 

married, they still do a lot together. You 

don’t often see one without the other. 

They’re like two peas in a pod. 

 

 The two cousins go to school together and 

play on the same soccer team. They even 

dress like each other sometimes, and 

people mix up their names. 

They’re like two peas in a pod. 
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I need a plumber to fix my sink. Do you 

know anyone good? I want to find 

someone who works quickly and gets the 

job done right the first time. 

They’re a dime a dozen. 

 

I’m so upset. My hair stylist is moving to 

another city. Now I have to start looking 

for someone new. I don’t know any other 

good salons in the area. 

They’re a dime a dozen. 

 

 

 

 


