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Level: intermediate to advanced  

Instructions for the teacher:  

Step 1 – Discuss the meaning of the proverb Too many cooks spoil the broth.  Then explain that 

students will be completing two short texts about groups of people cooking together. At the end 

of the activity, they will identify the text that illustrates the meaning of the proverb. (Too many 

people involved in one project can lead to poor if not disastrous results.) 

Step 2 – Have students work in pairs to complete Text A. Using the prompts below each blank, 

Student A asks Student B to supply the missing words. When the text has been completed, they 

may read it together. Some completed texts will be silly. Explain that humor is part of the game. 

[A small group of three is possible if Students B and C take turns supplying the missing words.] 

 
Step 3 – Have students switch roles with their partners. Student B asks Student A to supply the 
missing words in Text B. When the text has been completed, they may read it together. 
 
Step 4 – As a class, note how the verbs in bold are used. Have students identify which text 
makes use of action verbs and which text makes use of non-action verbs. Call attention to the 
common sentence patterns that appear with action and non-action verbs as well as the more 
frequent use of progressive tenses with action verbs. 
 
Action 
(Text A) 

subject + verb + adverb 
subject + verb + object 
subject + verb + preposition + object 
subject + progressive verb 

Everyone in the family can cook very well. 
The O’Connells are having a party. 
They are looking at their menu right now. 
She’s preparing a dish. 

Non-
action 
(Text B) 

subject + non-progressive verb 
subject + verb + adjective 

It always smells. 
The guest list looks long. 

 
Can students identify the verbs that are used in the texts as both action and non-action verbs? 
How have the meanings changed from Text A to Text B? (have, look, think, taste, smell) 
 
Step 5 – Ask students to identify the text that more clearly illustrates the meaning of the 
proverb Too many cooks spoil the broth. 
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TEXT A 

The O’Connells are having a party. They’re going to celebrate __________. They’re  
                              special occasion 

 
looking at their menu right now. They’re thinking of any last-minute changes or additions. 
 
Everyone in the family can cook very well, so everyone wants to make something special. That’s  
 
being smart; no one person will have to do too much work. 
 

Mr. O’Connell will grill __________. Mrs. O’Connell has just tasted 
     your favorite food 

 
some fresh __________, and so she wants to make pies for dessert. Their daughter  
                       type of plant 

 
Megan creates amazing vegetable dishes. In fact, she’s preparing a dish in the __________  
                                       a room in the house 

 
right now. Can you smell the delicious aromas? That’s the smell of __________. Their son  
           type of flower 

 
Keith mixes unusual drinks. Have you ever tasted a “_________” smoothie? It’s easy to  
       name of a geographical place 

 
make. You blend yogurt, __________, and __________.  
                                                         a spicy food                  a healthy food 
 

The dinner party promises to be a great event! 
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TEXT B 
 

Members of the Klein family frequently have disagreements. For example, they cannot 
  

agree on where to have their grandfather’s __________ birthday. Mr. Klein, the son, thinks a  
           large ordinal number  

 
party at home would be best. However, Mrs. Klein, his wife, thinks the guest list looks long, so a  
 
__________ would be a better choice. She’s already made a reservation for __________  
a kind of public building                       large cardinal number 

 
guests at her favorite spot. It’s called The __________. 
                              name of an animal 
 

Mr. Klein’s sister is angry about that reservation that was made. She knows that place, 
 
and doesn’t like going there. She says it always smells and the food tastes like __________.  
                     a object that smells bad 

 
She believes she knows a better place for the party, and she’s gone ahead and made her own  
 
reservation on the same date for the same number of guests. 

 
 
It’s very __________. Where will the party be? Mr. Klein, Senior (the grandfather),  

       negative participial adjective (-ing ending) 

 
doesn’t care where the party is. As long as his __________ is around him and the food tastes  
        name of a group of people 

 
_________, he’ll be happy. Too bad the others are being difficult. 
an adjective describing a taste 
 
 
 

 

 

 


