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World Flags: For international students (ESL). 

 

Step 1 – Show the flag of your country. Tell how many colors there are and then name them: 

(Model) “I’m from the United States. This is my flag. It has three colors: red, white, and blue.” 

Put the incomplete questions on the board as follows: 

____________ are you from? 

____________ colors are in your flag? 

____________ colors are in your flag? 

Point to the first question and repeat your statement about your home country: “I’m from the 

United States.” Ask students to supply the appropriate question word. Read the complete 

question: “Where are you from?” 

Point to the second question and repeat your statement about the number of colors: “This is my 

flag. It has three colors.” Ask students to supply the appropriate question word. Read the 

complete question: “How many colors are in your flag?” 

Point to the third question and repeat your statement about the colors in your flag: “This is my 

flag. It has red, white, and blue.” Ask students to supply the appropriate question word. Read 

the complete question: “Which colors are in your flag?” 

Step 2 – Pair students up so that they are with a partner from another country. Have them ask 

each other the three questions on the board. 

 
Step 3 – Have students form two teams. Tell them they must listen to your instructions 
carefully. The first group to correctly complete a task wins a point. 

 Task 1: Stand in a line. Put the names of your countries in alphabetical order (from A to 
Z). 

 Task 2: How many colors are in your flag? Form small groups for each number. 

 Task 3: Which colors are in your flag? Does your team have every color in the rainbow 
plus white, brown, and black? Which colors are missing from your team? Write down 
any missing colors. 
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Flag Race: For the EFL classroom. 

 

Step 1 – Copy 12 flags on separate sheets of computer paper. Choose mostly flags your students 

are certain to know. Select a few that should be more difficult to identify. 

Step 2 – Write the names of the 10-12 countries on the board.  

 
Step 3 – Ask for one volunteer. Hand half of the flags to the student and give the student 20 
seconds to tape the flags next to the correct name of the country. The class can help by calling 
out suggestions/ instructions. At the end of 20 seconds, remove any incorrectly placed flags and 
put them aside (in a separate pile). 
 
Step 4 – Ask for another volunteer. Hand the other half of the flags to the student and give the 
student 20 seconds to tape the flags next to the correct name of the country. The class can help 
by calling out suggestions/ instructions. At the end of 20 seconds, remove any incorrectly placed 
flags and put them aside. 
 
Step 5 – If there were any flags removed and set aside, you will need a third volunteer to 
complete the matching with assistance from the class. You can confirm the final matches. 
 
Step 6 – Erase the names of the countries. Remove the flags from the board and shuffle them. 
After placing students in two large groups, give each group half of the flags. Tell them they will 
play a game in teams. Tell them they must listen to your instructions carefully. The first group to 
correctly complete a task wins a point. 

 Task 1: Identify the country of each flag. Put the flags in alphabetical order (from A to 
Z). 

 Task 2: Identify the country of each flag. Put the flags in geographical order, from west 
to east, starting with Atlantic Ocean. 

 Task 3: Which colors are in the flags? Does your team have every color in the rainbow 
plus white, brown, and black? Which colors are missing from your team? Write down 
any missing colors. 

  
 
 


