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Level: advanced  

Instructions for the teacher:  

Step 1 – Complete Task A as a class. (You could choose another image and create a similar 

dialog if you’d like. Suggested photo is from Microsoft Clip Art.) Ask the students how they think 

the dialog continues. After exchanging ideas, ask them the purpose of using blah, blah, blah in 

the script. Do they know another word or expression with the same meaning? (I.e., yada yada.) 

Step 2 – See if students are familiar with blah, blah, blah and the nine other words, by having 

them work solo or in pairs to complete the matching exercise in Task B. Then correct their work 

as a class.  

 
Step 3 – Assign the dialogs in Task C to pairs. Have volunteers read their texts aloud. The class 
will listen and either agree or challenge their choices. Answers: 
 
1. zig-zagging, heebie-jeebies 
2. yada, yada, (yada) [OR: blah, blah, blah], nitty-gritty 
3. knick-knack, mumbo-jumbo 
4. okey-dokey, razzle-dazzle 
5. dilly-dally, blah, blah, blah [OR: yada, yada, (yada)], 
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Task A 

 
A Romance Gone Wrong     

Boy: Why do you blame me for everything? 

Girl: Why don’t you keep your promises? 

Boy:  Why am I the guilty one? 

Girl: Why do we keep having this conversation? 

Blah blah blah…        

 
What does blah blah blah mean? 

Do you know another expression with the same meaning? 

 

Task B 
Match the meanings to the words. 

1. blah blah blah  a. “OK” or “all right” (an affirmative answer) 

2. mumbo-jumbo  b. words that are confusing or seem to have no meaning 

3. yada yada (yada)  c. waste time 

4. okey-dokey  d. small object on display in a home (or office) for decoration 

5. (the) heebie-jeebies e. the most important details 

6. dilly-dally   f. a flashy display meant to confuse or mislead a viewer 

7. knick-knack  g. said in place of boring words or words already known 

8. zig-zag   h. said in place of boring words or words already known 

9. nitty-gritty  i. “creeps” or “jitters” (a nervous and very unpleasant feeling) 

10. razzle-dazzle  j. move forward but while making sharp turns this way and that  
   way 
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Task C 
Use the words from Task B to complete the texts.  
 
1.  A: Look at that driver ahead of us. Why is he _________(-ing)? 
 B: I don’t know, but I got a look at him as he passed us. 
 A: What did he look like? 
 B: Crazy – in a scary way! He gave me the ___________. Slow down and let’s put  
        some distance between us and that man.    
 
2.  A: How did the meeting go? 
 B: It started out typically. You know – a round of hellos, special thanks, ___________. 
       Then we got into the ____________. 
 A: So you discussed the possible changes in staffing? 
 B: Oh yeah. For quite some time. A lot of questions were asked. 
 
3.  A: That’s a cool-looking ____________. 
 B: Yeah. My brother brought it back from one of his surfing vacations. He says it’s  
         ancient and brings good luck into the home. 
 A: Do you believe that? 
 B: Well, it’s probably a lot of ____________, but it’s interesting to look at and it  

     makes a great conversation piece. 
 
4.  A: Mom, watch this! I learned a new magic trick.  
 B: …That’s quite a performance, but how about using some magic to 
                  clean up this room? 
 A: ____________. No problem! I’ve already started. See? I just use this magic blanket  
                  to cover up this pile of stuff here, and… 
 B: No. I don’t think you can ____________ me into believing the room is clean by  
                  hiding the mess with blankets. Start cleaning up. 
 

5.  A: Why isn’t Marina here yet?  
 B: You know Marina. She tends to ____________. If you ask her  
                   why she’s running late, she’ll give you a dozen reasons, “Someone called me. I had to  
                   answer the door. I couldn’t find my earrings. ____________.” 
 A:  Yeah, I know Marina. Okay. Let’s wait a few more minutes. 
 

 


