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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Have students complete Set 1 solo. Correct their work as a class. Answers: 1-3 It’s, 4-5 

This is.  

 

Discuss how it is a personal pronoun and can refer to animals and inanimate objects and 

abstract things. In item 1, it refers to the weather. In item 2, it refers to the time. In item 3, it 

refers to the car.  

 

Explain how this is a demonstrative pronoun and can refer to people or things that are close to 

the speaker in terms of space, time, or attitude. In item 4, this refers to my friend (who is 

standing right there). In item 5, this refers to the color (which the speaker likes and which the 

speaker is likely pointing to). 

 

STEP 2 – Have students complete Set 2 solo or in pairs. Correct their work as a class. Answers: 

1-5 IT’S. These are all it-clefts. See if students can identify the common structure: IT + form of 

BE + main content. The main content consists of a noun and a relative clause. The it-cleft 

focuses attention on the main content. It has more of a focus role than a reference role. 

 

STEP 3 – Have students work in pairs. Assign each pair a number 1 through 5. Students will role 

play a short dialog based on their corresponding items in Sets 1 and 2. For example, Pair 1 can 

combine items 1 from both sets into a dialog: 

A: How’s the weather today?    

B: It’s freezing outside! 

A: That’s funny because it was you who told me that warmer weather was on its way! 

B: Well, how can really predict the weather? It changes all the time… 

 

As seen in the model, the dialog should include 1-2 more lines. Challenge students to 

include one more use of IT or THIS. 

STEP 4 – Have students complete Set 3 solo or in pairs. Answers and explanations: 

1. It’s not easy for me to remember birthdays. There are too many of them! 

2. It’s/ This is the first time (that) anyone has really surprised me on my birthday. 

3.  It’s important to save the receipt in case you want to exchange the gift. 

4. I think it/this just might be the best birthday gift ever! 

5. It could be that Tony never received our invitation. 
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Items 1, 3, 5 use IT as a dummy subject, a placeholder for the real subject (in bold): 

1 = For me to remember birthdays isn’t easy.  

3 = To save the receipt is important in case you want to exchange the gift. 

5 = That Tony never received our invitation could be. 

Items 2 and 4 need a reference word. Either pronoun is possible. 

STEP 5 – Have students work in pairs or groups of three. Challenge them to use the sentences 

from set 3 to form a dialog. They can use the sentences in any order, and they can add lines as 

well. Challenge students to include one more use of IT or THIS. Let them practice in their groups 

and then read their dialogs to the class.  
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Set 1. Fill in IT’S or THIS IS. 

1. How’s the weather today?   – _______ freezing outside! 

2. Do you have a watch? What’s the time? – _______ 6:30. 

3. Someone left their car lights on. _______ a black SUV. 

4. Come here. I want to introduce you. Mom, _______ my new friend, Judy. 

5. Look. _______ the color I’ve chosen for my kitchen walls. What do you think? 

Set 2. Circle the correct words to complete the sentences. 

1. That’s funny because (it was/ this was) you who told me that warmer weather was on its way! 

2. Wow. It’s evening already. You know, (it’s, this is) days like these that fly by because you have to 

do one task after the other with no break. 

3. Thank you for reporting that. We’ll make an announcement and hope we reach the owner. (It’s/ 

This is) a forgetful driver who pays the price. When you leave your lights on like that, your car 

battery dies. 

4. Oh yes. Nice to meet you. (It was/ This was) Judy who won the science fair, right? 

Congratulations, Judy. 

5. Very nice color choice. They say (it’s/ this is) the kitchen that really establishes a home’s 

character. And I believe (it’s/ this is) where many families spend a lot of their time together. 

Set 3. Circle the correct words to complete the sentences. 

1. (It’s/ This is) not easy for me to remember birthdays. There are too many of them! 

2. (It’s/ This is) the first time anyone has really surprised me on my birthday. 

3.  (It’s/ This is) important to save the receipt in case you want to exchange the gift. 

4. I think (it/this) just might be the best birthday gift ever! 

5. (It/ This) could be that Tony never received our invitation. 

 


