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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Students will need access to a learner’s dictionary for this activity.  (A more controlled 

activity will result if you choose to use the same publisher and edition.)  Name two key words 

and ask students to find model phrases or sentences for those words in the dictionary. If you 

took these words from a reading, then ask students to select only those models that match the 

meanings of the words in the original text. 

 

STEP 2 – Working with a partner, students must join two model phrases or sentences into one 

narrative. The two models must be for the two different key words. Students may not make any 

changes to the models from the dictionary. They can only build around the existing text. It will 

take 1-2 additional sentences to create the narrative and link the examples to one context. 

Observe: 

 

(Model sentences in bold taken from the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 

Online.) 

 

A massive exodus of doctors is forcing the government to recruit from abroad. 

The prime minister is aware of the people's concern over the lack of medical 

professionals especially in and around the capital. He is making a bold attempt to 

bolster the territory's confidence, and he promises that there will be medical services 

for everyone.  
 

STEP 3 – Have students share their narratives with the class and discuss their choices. 

 

VARIATION 1: You can take a set of 10-12 words and assign two different words to each pair of 

students. 

 

VARIATION 2: You can write a set of 4-6 words on the board and challenge students to work in 

small groups linking as many model sentences together as they can. Some might compose three 

different narratives with each using two key words. Others might be able to write two 

narratives with each using two key words. A creative group might be able to come up with a 

single narrative (longer, of course) weaving all 4-6 model sentences together. 
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