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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Copy and distribute role cards. Students must do this activity in small groups of 4-6 

people. (Use “Neighbor 4” and Neighbor 5” only as needed.) 

 

STEP 2 – Have students read their cards silently and then ask questions about vocabulary. As 

necessary review these words and expressions: 

 Full-time = working the usual number of hours for a certain occupation 

 Part-time = working fewer hours than usual for a certain occupation 

 Time off = hours or days when a person is allowed not to work 

 Take a sick day = ask permission not to go to work because one is sick 

 Take a personal day = ask permission no to go to work for personal reasons 

 Flexible schedule = a time frame that can change according to the worker’s needs and 

wishes 

 

STEP 3 – In every small group, there must be one Dog Owner. That person must explain s/he is 

very sick today and ask for help walking the dog in the morning, afternoon, and evening. The 

others must discuss the best plan for helping the Dog Owner. Encourage creative role play. 

Students can add details to their characters. For example, someone can apologize and explain 

s/he is allergic to pets. You can also suggest some niceties to include in their conversation: I 

really appreciate your help. What would I do without you? It’s my pleasure. I’m happy to help. 

It’s no trouble at all. Etc. 

 

STEP 4 – Ask each Dog Owner to report to the whole class and share the final plan for taking 

care of the dog. The Dog Owner can express his/ her thanks to the helpful neighbors. 
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Dog Owner 
You’re taking a sick day. 
You have a fever, and you 
feel awful. You need 
someone to walk your dog 
in the morning, afternoon, 
and evening (possibly 
twice). Talk to your 
neighbors and see if they 
can help. 

Neighbor 1 
You work full-time, but you 
have a flexible schedule. 
You could go to work later 
than usual today, but then 
you’d have to stay later, too. 

Neighbor 2 
You work full-time, but you 
have a few personal days 
left. If you take a personal 
day today, you should really 
visit your aunt in the 
hospital. Visiting hours are 
from 9 to 11 a.m. and 3 to 5 
p.m.  
 

Neighbor 3 
You work full-time, and you 
can’t afford to take any time 
off. Your hours are fixed, but 
you are always home by 
6:00 p.m.  

Neighbor 4 
You work two part-time jobs. 
Your first job is from 8 to 2. 
Your second job is from 
4:30 to 8:30. 
 
 
 
 
 

Neighbor 5 
You work full-time, and 
today you have a doctor’s 
appointment in town right 
after work. You should be 
home before 7 p.m.  
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