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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – See Handout A. Complete Task 1 as a class. Students must identify the basic meaning 

of each particle based on the examples. The first one (UP = increase) is done as an example. Be 

sure the students can define the boldfaced phrasal verbs. 

 UP = increase the amount, raise the level 

1. turn up = raise the volume  

 2. fix up = improve, make the appearance better 

 OFF = remove, end 

3. come off = is removed or disconnects/ becomes unattached  

4. take off = remove  

BACK = return 

5. call back = return a call (on the phone) 

6. go back = return 

DOWN = decrease the amount, lower the level 

7. turn down = lower the volume 

8. go down = decrease in amount or level 

OVER = with care and attention, in detail 

9. think over = think about carefully 

10. talk over = discuss in detail, talk and give serious attention to a matter 

OUT = completely, completion 

11. empty out = empty completely 

12. clean out = clean completely so that no junk remains 

 

STEP 2 – Using information from Task 1, students will complete Task 2 in small groups of three 

or four. Correct their work as a class.  

 Answers: 

 1.e 2. b 3. a 4. c 5.d 6.f 

 

STEP 3 – See Handout B. Assign situation cards to each small group. In their groups, students 

will prepare a short conversation with each member using at least one of the boldfaced phrasal 

verbs on Handout A.  Encourage creativity and fun. The students can act out their conversation 

for the class.  
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[Handout A] 

Task 1 

Read the examples. Write the meaning of the underlined words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task 2 

Match the meanings to the phrasal verbs. Pay attention to the hints in italics. 

 

1. Can I borrow five dollars? I’ll pay you back tomorrow. 

2. I studied hard in school because I didn’t want to let my parents and teachers down. 

3. What can I do to cheer you up? You look so sad. 

4. We ran out of soda halfway into our party, so I ran to the corner store to buy more. 

5. Do you want me to come into the airport with you, or can I drop you off at the door? 

6. Did you have time to look over my report? Do you have any suggestions to improve it? 

 a. make happier, raise one’s spirits 

b. disappoint, make sad because one’s efforts or achievements are lower than expected 

c. exhaust the supply of, use the complete supply of something 

d. take someone by car somewhere and let them go his/ her separate way 

e. return money to someone 

f. examine in detail, look at with care and attention 

 

1.  Can you turn up the volume please?  

2.  We want to fix up our old house. 

 

 

5. I promise I’ll call you back later. 

6. Let’s go back to the beginning of the movie 
and watch it again. 

 

 

3. The make-up came off easily with soap and 
water. 

4. Take off your coat and stay a while. 

 

 

7. Shh! Turn the music down. It’s late. 

8. Gas prices have gone down recently. 

 

 

9. I’ll give my decision tomorrow. I need to 
think it over. 

10. We talked our options over last night, and 
we’ve come to a decision. 

 

 

11. I emptied out my pockets before I washed 
my jeans. 

12. We cleaned out the attic. There were so 
many old things we didn’t need. 

 

UP = __increase___ OFF = ____________ 

BACK = ___________ 

OVER = __________ 

DOWN = _________ 

OUT = ___________ 
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 [Handout B] 

 

Situation 1: 
A group of friends are discussing 
money. Who owes who money? Is 
it a good idea to borrow and lend 
money? 
 
 

Situation 2: 
A group of friends discuss the 
possibility of renting an old house 
together and becoming 
housemates.  
 

Situation 3: 
Someone has lost his/ her job. 
Friends want to support this 
person and make him/ her feel 
better. 
 

Situation 4: 
A group of friends are planning a 
costume party at one of their 
homes. They need to choose 
music, decide on food, and get the 
basement ready. 
 

Situation 5: 
Some friends have come for a 
short visit. They are making plans 
for the evening. 
 
 
 

Situation 6: 
A group of friends are planning a 
short trip together. They are 
looking at different websites and 
trying to decide where to go, how 
much to spend, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 


