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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Ask students to come up with good titles for the following kinds of movies. Write their 

ideas on the board.  

 Horror   Suggestion: The Morning That Never Came 

 Romance  Suggestion: Worth the Hurt 

 Comedy  Suggestion: The Joke’s On You 

 Historical Drama Suggestion: Born to Lead 

 

STEP 2 – Students will work in small groups of three or four. Assign a title to each group. They 

must create a plot summary (4-6 lines) for their film. Summaries will primarily be in the simple 

present.  

 Model:  The Morning That Never Came 

Three friends take a weekend trip. On a lonely road, they get lost. They find themselves 

near a lake. By evening, they find a cabin and go there for help, but instead they only 

find trouble. Will the morning ever come? 

 

STEP 3 – Groups will exchange film plots. After reading the texts, students must create one or 

two lines that include the present progressive. Explain that this must sound like an important 

line of dialog from the movie. Example: “I’m not making this up!” / “I’m not staying here 

another minute!” (From The Morning That Never Came)  These lines along with the film plots 

will be handed back to the original authors of the plots. 

  

STEP 4 – Now students must use the lines handed to them and write a fuller dialog to serve as a 

film “teaser” or trailer. Students must write the scene so that ever member has a speaking part. 

One student should be the narrator, who will read the film plot before the scene is acted out. 

Scenes can be 15-20 seconds long.  

 

SUGGESTION: Film the presentations. Add music if you have editing software, and watch the 

videos at your next lesson. 

 

 

 

 


