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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Tell the students you need their help making a list of verbs. On one side of the board, 

you will list 8-10 common verbs that take an object (direct or indirect).  The students will help 

as you prompt them with short questions. Suggested prompts and verbs are listed below. 

 What can we do with a book? - Read.  [T writes: read to] 

 What can we do with a song?  - Sing.  [T writes: sing a song for] 

 What can we do with a pencil? - Write. [T writes: write a word in (Spanish) for] 

 What can we do with numbers? - Count. [T writes: count to ___ for] 

 What can we do with presents? - Give.    [T writes: give (a pencil) to] 

 What do we do on the phone? - Talk.   [T writes: talk with ___ about (cars)] 

 How do we make a picture?  - Draw.   [T writes: draw a picture for] 

 How do we take books to school? - Carry.   [T writes: carry (a bag) for] 

  

Variation: You are free to choose other verbs, such as tell (a joke) to, explain (grammar) to, 

help ___ with my homework, walk to the bus stop with, take a picture with. 

 

STEP 2 – Explain that students will be making requests of their classmates. To form their 

questions and responses, they will need to remember how to answer the question Whom? 

Review the object pronouns using some of the verbs from your list: read to me, sing a song for 

you, write a word in Chinese for her, give a pencil to him, count to 10 for us, talk with them 

about the weather. Write the list of object pronouns on the other side of the board for 

reference. 

 

STEP 3 – In pairs, students will take turns making requests with verb phrases on the board. 

Encourage use of object pronouns when possible (me, you). 

 

Students will follow the pattern:   Model: 

A: makes request     Please talk with me about cars. 

B: declines and offers an explanation   I’m sorry. I don’t like cars. 

A: makes a different request    Can you write a word in Arabic for me? 

B: agrees      Okay. I can write hello for you. 
 

STEP 4 – Pairs will join up and students will now make requests on behalf of other students 

(him, her, them) or the group (us). Each will take a turn making a request. Students are free to 

agree or decline.  

Models: Can you please sing a song for us?  - Oh no. I’m sorry. I can’t sing. 

  Can you please give a pencil to Anna? - Sure. I can give a pencil to her. 


