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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Ask students about their favorite music bands. Invite them to share some brief 

background information about the bands. Who started the band? How long have the band 

members been together? Had they ever broken up and then gotten back together? 

 

STEP 2 – Decide if students will be working solo, in pairs, or in small groups. Explain that they 

will have several minutes to assemble a story in the proper sequence. Remind them to pay 

attention to verb forms and context clues. Copy and distribute sets of scrambled stories. 

 

STEP 3 – Correct students’ work as a class. Invite one group to read their version. Discuss any 

variations. 

Suggested order: 

(5) The band members took their places on the darkened stage. (1) Then the 

lights came on, the crowd quieted, and the band began to play. (2) The music was 

powerful. (4) Even more powerful was the feeling that each band member had. (3) It 

was a feeling of excitement and appreciation. (8) In short, they knew that they were in 

the right place, at the right time, and with the right people, and it was glorious! (7) All 

they had been through only intensified that glory. Yes, they had fought, struggled, and 

placed so many other things on hold. (6) But they had been hoping and waiting for a 

night like this, and they knew their time had finally come.  

 

STEP 4 –Invite students to work in their groups and compose a second paragraph of 5-7 

sentences to follow the first. The following questions can guide their writing. 

 What had happened the week before that almost caused the band to break up? 

 Who had originally brought the band together? 

 Had any of the members been in other bands before? 

 How hard had they been practicing for tonight’s performance? 

 What are their hopes for the future? 

 

Have students read their compositions aloud to the class. 

 

STEP 5 – OPTIONAL: Invite students to write one paragraph about a band of their choice. They 

must explain the band’s history together. Challenge them to include at least one use of the past 

perfect and/ or past perfect progressive. 
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[Copy and cut.] 

 

1. Then the lights came on, the crowd quieted, and the band 
began to play. 
 

2. The music was powerful. 
 
 
3. It was a feeling of excitement and appreciation.  
 
 

4. Even more powerful was the feeling that each band member 
had. 
 
5. The band members took their places on the darkened stage. 
 
 

6. But they had been hoping and waiting for a night like this, 
and they knew their time had finally come. 
 
7. All they had been through only intensified that glory. Yes, 
they had fought, struggled, and placed so many other things on 
hold.  

8. In short, they knew that they were in the right place, at the 
right time, and with the right people, and it was glorious! 
 
 

 


