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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Read the text in Task A. You may choose to read aloud and ask the students to follow 

along silently. This will allow them to focus on comprehension and hear your pronunciation of 

the -ed endings of past tense verbs. 

 

STEP 2 – Use the questions in Task B to check their comprehension. 

 

STEP 3 – Have students work in pairs to complete Task C. Correct their work as a class. Review 

the pronunciation rules for -ed endings. 

 

-ed = /d/ 
after a voiced consonant 

or vowel sound 

-ed = /t/ 
after an unvoiced consonant 

-ed = /ɪt/ 
after “t” and “d” 

answered 
planned 
tried 
 

hoped                 
laughed 
wished 
asked 
looked 

commented 
wanted 
visited 
noted 

 

 

STEP 4 –Have students work in pairs again and read through the conversation in Task A. As time 

allows, they can switch roles. Encourage attention to the pronunciation of the -ed endings. 

 

STEP 5 –Have students work with their partners to complete Task D. If you are doing this 

activity in early January instead of December, you can change “this year” to “last year” in 

questions 1-5 and “next year” to “this year” in questions 6-8. Encourage students to use the 

prompts in their answers. 
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Task A.  Read. 

 

“It’s a new year,” Lee commented. 

“Yeah,” his cousin Mark answered. 

“I hope it’s a good one” 

“Yeah,” said Mark, “me too.” 

“Last year, I planned to travel,” said Lee. “I wanted to visit another country.” 

“Well, you visited New York and Dallas,” Mark noted. 

“True,” Lee answered. “But I hoped to see places outside the U.S. I tried to find the time and  

the money…” 

Mark laughed, “We all wish for more time and more money. Last year I wished for a new car, 

but I’m still taking the bus every day. 

“Is that what you want in the new year?” Lee asked. “A new car?” 

Mark looked at his cousin very seriously. “No, I just hope for good health and good times with 

friends and family.” 

“That’s a good wish to make.” 

 

Task B.  Answer the questions. 

 

1. Are Lee and Mark brothers? 

2. Where did Lee want to go? 

3. Why did Lee’s plans change? 

4. Which places did Lee visit last year? 

5. What did Mark wish for last year? 

6. What does Mark wish for now? 

 

Task C. Sort the 12 boldfaced verbs in the text. The first three verbs are already in the chart. 

 

Which verbs have an -ed 
ending that sounds like /d/? 

 Which verbs have an -ed 
ending that sounds like /t/? 

Which verbs have an -ed 
ending that adds another 

syllable and sounds like /ɪt/? 

answered 
 
 
 
 

hoped                 
 

commented 
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Task D. Work with a partner. Take turns asking the questions. 

 

[Talk about this year.] 

1. What did you try to do? 

This year I tried to…, and I did. 

2. What did you want to do? 

This year I wanted to…, but this didn’t happen. 

3. Where did you visit? 

I’m happy because this year I visited… 

4. What did you plan to do? 

 I hoped for…this year, but I didn’t get it. 

5. What did you wish for? 

 I wished for… this year, and I got it. 

 

[Talk about next year.] 

6. What do you want to do? 

Next year, I want to… 

7. What do you hope to do? 

Next year, I hope to… 

8. What do you wish for? 

 I wish for…next year. 


