
Filler Words, Interjections & Onomatopoeia  -- Stories 

 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

 

Text 1. Directions: Student A will read the story aloud. Student B will supply the sound effects when cued.  

In the middle of the night I heard the faucet leaking. [sound] I said to myself, “Did I really forget 

to turn off the faucet?”  I tried to ignore the sound, but I then I heard a louder sound in the 

kitchen. [sound] Wow! What was that? I gasped at an awful thought. [sound] Oh no! Was an 

intruder in the house?  

 

Already out of bed, I took my cell phone with me, ready to call the police. I was just about to 

turn on the kitchen lights when I felt something fly by me. It was a quick movement in the air. 

[sound] I turned on the lights, and just as I did, I saw a bird fly out the window which I had 

forgotten to close.  

 

Geez. I looked at the floor. The bird had somehow knocked over a small flower pot. I cleaned it 

up quickly, closed the window, and returned to bed. I was just about to fall asleep once more 

when I heard that awful faucet. [sound] Argh.  

 

Text 2. Directions: Student B will read the story aloud. Student A will supply the sound effects when cued.  

It was a busy morning at the office. The phone had already rung three times. Three calls. Three 

problems to solve. There goes the phone again. [sound] Dang. Okay. I took a deep breath and 

answered it. “Hello?” I inquired politely. With a quick click, the caller hung up on me. [sound] 

Hmm.  Wrong number? Or did I take too long to answer? 

 

I turned my attention back to my computer. I was in the middle of composing a message to a 

client when a co-worker burst into my office. The door hit the wall. [sound]  

 

“What’s wrong?” I asked with concern. 

“Oh,” she gasped. [sound] “It’s awful. I lost the files for my presentation today.” 

“Um, you mean the ones you shared copies of in your last email to me?” 

“Uh-huh,” she replied with worry. 

“Then there’s no problem at all. We’ll just download them from that message.” 

She clapped her hands in joy. [sound] “Oh, you’re right. How silly of me!” 

 

When my unannounced visitor had left, I closed the door softly behind her. I opened the 

window to listen to the birds and their light song. [sound] For five minutes, I experienced peace. 


