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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Remind students that adverb phrases and adverb clauses can have different purposes. 

Time, reason, and condition are three common types.  

 

Time can be expressed using the subordinating conjunctions such as while and when.  

Reason can be expressed using subordinating conjunctions such as since and because. 

Condition is often expressed with the subordinating conjunctions if or only if. 

 

“As long as” can be used for all these purposes. Context will make the meaning clear. Complete 

Task A as a class to demonstrate. 

 

Answers:  1. C 2. C 3. T 4. T 5. T 6. C 7. R 8. R 

 

Notes:  

 The time expressions with “(for) as long as” tend to go after the verb and in the final 

position of a sentence. In contrast, an adverb clause of condition or reason can appear 

first or second in a complex sentence.  

 To express time, we can use “for as long as” or “as long as.” 

 To express condition, we can use “as long as” or “so long as.” 

 

STEP 2 – Have students work solo Task B. Check their work as a class. 

 

STEP 3 – Have students work in pairs to complete Task C. 

 

STEP 4 – Have the pairs form small groups and complete Task D. Final writings can be shared 

with the class. 
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[Task A.] Decide if the words in bold refer to a length of time [T], a reason [R], or a condition [C]. Circle 

your choice. 

 

1. You can write your essay by hand so long as you write neatly.  T R C  

2. As long as you continue to practice, you will make progress.  T R C 

3. I hope we remain study partners as long as possible.   T R C 

4. You can borrow that dictionary for as long as you like.   T R C 

5. We studied as long as we could, but we finally fell asleep at 2 a.m. T R C 

6. You’ll be able to focus as long as you’re well rested.   T R C 

7. Well, you might as well help, as long as you’re here.   T R C 

8. As long as we’re being honest, I better tell you what really happened. T R C 

 

Now look back at the sentences above. Discuss these questions with your class. 

 Where do the conditions appear in the sentences, at the beginning or end?  

 Where do the reasons appear? 

 Where do the time expressions appear? 

 Can “as long as” and “for as long as” have the same meaning? Explain. 

 Can “as long as” and “so long as” have the same meaning? Explain. 

 

[Task B.] Match the sentence halves. 

 

1. I know I can handle anything…   a.  …as long as we’re on this topic. 

2. Tell me what you know…   b. …as long as we’ve got each other. 

3. I’ll stay…     c. …for as long as you need me. 

 

Now look back at the sentences.  

Which sentence expresses a length of time?      ___ 

Which sentence expresses a reason (with the meaning of “since”)?   ___ 

Which sentence expresses a condition (with the meaning “if” or “provided that”)?  ___ 

 

[Task C.] Complete the sentences with your own ideas. 

 

1. As long as you love me… 

2.                                                                                                   …for as long as I’ve known him. 

3.                                                                                                   …as long as you want me to. 

 

[Task D.] Choose one sentence from Task C. In a small group, use your selected sentences in a short text 

or dialog.  

 

 


