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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Select three videos of actual marriage proposals made in English.  Flash mob proposals 

will work best. 

 

STEP 2 – Have students watch the videos before class. (Alternative: Limit the videos to two and 

watch in class.) They may take notes, but it is not required. 

 

STEP 3 – In class, have students work in pairs or small groups to recall information and 

complete the chart in Task A. You may allow students to watch parts of the videos again if the 

Internet is accessible. 

 

STEP 4 – In the same pairs or small groups, ask the students to evaluate the quality and success 

of each proposal. They should choose the one they liked the best and be able to explain their 

choice using sentence prompts in Task B. 

 

STEP 5 – After students’ choices are shared with the class, complete Task C all together. 

 

STEP 6 – [Optional] Writing topic: Describe your ideal marriage proposal in one paragraph. Try 

to use at least one of the expressions in Task C. 
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[Task A.] List as much information as you can recall about each video. 

 Video #1 Video #2 Video #3 

1.  Write the names of 
the couple. 
 
 

   

2. Where did the 
proposal take place? 
 
 

   

3. About how many 
people were involved in 
the proposal? 
 

   

4. What made the 
proposal special? Was 
any particular custom 
followed? 
 
 
 

   

5. Was the proposal 
accepted?  
 

   

 

[Task B.] Discuss the questions with your partner(s). 

1. Were any of the proposals similar in some way? 

2. Was any one proposal particularly unique? 

3. Which proposal do you think was the best? Why?  

The following words may help you explain your choice. 

We especially liked….because… 

The (first) proposal stood out from the rest because… 

All the proposals were successful. However, the (first) was the best because… 

(Carlos) made the best proposal in our opinion. First of all,… / Second,…/ Also,…. 

The (first) proposal probably took the most planning, and it paid off because… 

 

[Task C.] 

Do any of the idioms help describe one of the proposals? How? Be specific. 

 

 pull out all the stops = If you pull out all the stops, you do everything possible to make something 

successful and special. 

 over the top = If something is over the top, it is rather extreme in nature. It does too much or went too 

far. 

 one in a million = If something is one in million (billion, etc.), then it is very unique 

 go off without a hitch = If something went off without a hitch, then it was completely successful and no 

mistakes or problems occurred. 


