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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm-up with a short discussion. Ask the students how well they know their 

neighborhood. How would they describe their next-door neighbors? Do they judge neighbors 

by their greetings, their actions, and/or the appearance of their homes? 

 

STEP 2 – Task A. Read the story as a class.    

 

STEP 3 – Students may complete Task B alone or with a partner. Correct their work as a class. 

Answers: 1. c    2. d    3. e    4. f   5. g   6. a   7. b 

 

STEP 4 – Discuss the questions in Task C as a class.  

 

STEP 5 – Students may work in pairs to complete Task D. Encourage students to share their 

work with the class. Alternatively, this step could be done as an independent writing 

assignment. 

 

STEP 6 – Students may work in small groups to discuss the questions in Task E. 
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[Task A.] 

Read the story. 

 

Helen Walsh lived in a quiet neighborhood. She knew everyone in every house because 

she had lived on the same street for her whole life, all sixteen years.  

 

There was Mike and Sue Neilson next door. Their house always seemed to need some 

repairs on the outside, so you might think that the whole house was a mess, but you 

can’t judge a book by its cover because inside the Neilson home was decorated 

beautifully, and every room was in perfect condition. Helen knew that Mike had trouble 

finishing one outdoor job before he moved on to another, but Sue took care of the 

inside very capably.  

 

Mike Neilson might have turned to Jack Harmer across the street for help with home 

repairs. Jack was an electrician and known by all as a guy who could fix anything, from a 

light to car engine. Jack was also six-foot-two and could likely “fix” other problems with 

a single punch, if necessary. But if Jack was what you’d call street-smart, then his wife, 

Melissa, was the total opposite. Book-smart and well-spoken, Melissa taught art at a 

local college. One might think Melissa and Jack to be poorly suited for each other, but 

Helen could read between the lines and saw the chemistry between the couple. 

 

Helen might have found her own romance next door. On the other side of her family’s 

home lived the Johanssons. They had one son who was the same age as Helen. Ben was 

somewhat of a bookworm, though Helen suspected that the shy young man hid behind 

books. More than once she caught him looking like he wanted to talk to her, but he 

never found the courage to say more than hello. Helen’s friends told her she was like an 

open book, and anyone could see her interest in Ben.  

 

Ben took after his father, a quiet, polite man who kept to himself. If either father or son 

ever did anything to attract the attention of a crowd, it would be one for the books.  

Helen had exchanged more words with Mrs. Johansson than with Ben and his father 

combined. 

 

But all that was about to change. Helen had planned to stay in her room and hit the 

books that night. Instead, she decided to try her luck and ask Ben to study with her for 

the big history test the next day… 
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[Task B.] 

Look back at the highlighted words in the text. Match the meanings to the expressions in bold. 

1. You can’t judge a book by its cover. ___ 

2. book-smart ___ 

3. read between the lines ___ 

4. a bookworm ___ 

5. an open book ___ 

6. one for the books ___ 

7. hit the books ___ 

 

 

 

[Task C.] 

Discuss the questions. Use details from the text to support your answers. 

1. Why did the outside of the Neilson’s home contrast with the inside? 

2. Describe Melissa and Jack Harmer’s relationship. Were they happily married? 

3. How did Ben Johansson likely feel toward Helen? 

4. Why did Helen ask Ben to study with her? 

[Task D.] 

Work with a partner. Continue the story. Complete the final paragraph. 

But all that was about to change. Helen had planned to stay in her room and hit the 

books that night. Instead, she decided to try her luck and ask Ben to study with her for 

the big history test the next day… 

[Task E.] 

Work in small groups. Take turns asking the questions. 

1. Is being a bookworm something positive or negative in your opinion? 
2. What do you value more, being book-smart or being street-smart? 
3. Should the personal lives of celebrities be an open book? 
4. Name something you saw or heard about that was one for the books. 
5. They say, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” But on a job interview, how much do 

appearances matter?  
6. In what kinds of jobs is it useful to be able to read between the lines? Explain. 
7. Do you make time to hit the books? 

a. unexpected and worth remembering 

b. study hard 

c. Don’t judge by appearances alone. 

d. having strong knowledge from books 

e. understand a hidden meaning or an 

unspoken truth 

f. a person who loves to read 

g. easy to understand or learn information 

about 


