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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Task A.  Read the text as a class. The identifying task may also be done together. Make 

sure students do not confuse prepositions with adverbs or particles. Also, call attention to the 

different kinds of objects found. Some are single words (at home), and some have modifiers (at 

the hardware store). 

Answers: 
of the summer 

at the hardware store 

Near the entrance  

for sale 

for some tools  

on his way  

to the checkout lane  

at the price tag 

After a quick calculation  

at the thought  

of only paying $20  

to a sports game  

on the radio 

in the Mann’s car 

at home 

without any instructions  

about the many bars and screws  

with a wave  

of the hand 

with two extra screws  

 

STEP 2 – Task B.   Have students work in pairs to complete the sorting task. Answers: 

Which one? What kind? Where? When?  How? Why? 
(the end) of the summer    at the hardware store  (to hunt) for some tools 

(a swing) for sale   near the entrance  (smiled) at the thought 

(a second look) at the price tag on his way   (listened) to a sports game 

(the thought) of only paying $20 to the checkout lane  (assemble it) without any instructions 

(a wave) of the hand  after a quick calculation  (worried) about the many bars and screws 

    on the radio   (said) with a  wave 

    in the Mann’s car   (did) with two extra screws 

    at home 

 

STEP 3 – Task C. Have students work individually to complete the statements. Discussion may 

be done in pairs or small groups. 
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[Task A.] 

Read the text. 

 

It was the end of the summer, and Jonas Mann and his father were at the hardware store. Near the entrance there 

was a swing for sale. Jonas thought it was a great place to sit and wait while his father continued to hunt for some 

tools. That’s where Mr. Mann found his son on his way to the checkout lane. He was ready to tell Jonas to get up, 

but then he took a second look at the price tag. Was it correct? The $200 swing was 90% off! After a quick 

calculation, Mr. Mann smiled at the thought of only paying $20. He could see himself sitting and swinging as he 

listened to a sports game on the radio.  

 

The sales assistant said they could take it apart in order to load it in the Mann’s car, but Mr. Mann and Jonas would 

have to assemble it at home…without any instructions. It was the last swing the store had. Mr. Mann felt confident 

he and his son could handle the task, but Jonas worried about the many bars and screws. “Ah,” said Mr. Mann with 

a wave of the hand, “we’ll figure it out.” 

 

And they did several hours later – with two extra screws that somehow didn’t get used. 

 

Go back and circle each preposition. Underline the entire prepositional phrase. 

   
[Task B.] 

Look back at the text in Task A. In your notebook, sort the prepositional phrases into three groups as shown 

below. Each list has been started. Can you complete each one? 

  

Which one? What kind? Where? When?  How? Why? 
(the end) _of the summer  _ at _the hardware store_  (to hunt) _for some tools__ 

(a swing) _____________  near _____________  (smiled) _____________ 

(a second look) _____________ on _____________  (listened) _____________ 

(the thought) _____________ to _____________  (assemble it) _____________ 

(a wave) _____________  after _____________  (worried) _____________ 

    on _____________  (said) _____________ 

    in _____________  (did) _____________ 

    at _____________ 

 
 

[Task C.] 

Complete the statements with your own words. Discuss your ideas with a partner. 

1. The end of the summer is a great time to buy… 

2. I would take a second look at … if it were 90% off! 

3. My favorite store is… It’s a good place to hunt for… 

4. I (always/never) listen to… on the radio. 

5. I think I could assemble…without any instructions. 


