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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Task A.  Have students work with a partner. Then correct their work as a class. Provide 

explanations as needed: 

 Set A: We can use fronting with embedded questions (wh- clauses) in the subject 

position. No subject-verb inversion is needed. 

CORRECT: 1, 2, 3, 6 

 Set B: We can use fronting with negative adverbs (seldom, rarely, never, only…) When a 

negative adverb is in the initial position, subject-verb inversion is needed. Students may 

recognize the use of auxiliary verbs as question word order. 

CORRECT: 8, 9, 10, 11 

 Set C: We can use fronting with adverbials expressing location or direction. Often, but 

not always, there is inversion of the subject and verb. With the verb BE there is 

inversion. With verbs expressing position or movement there often is inversion. 

CORRECT: 13, 14, 16, 17 

 

STEP 2 – Task B.  Do as a class.  

 Answer: 1. B In sentence 1A, “With no explanation” is fronted for emphasis. 

 Answer: 2. B In sentence 2A, “Just around the corner” is fronted and sounds more 

literary. 

 Answer: 3. B. In sentence 3A, “Very carefully” is fronted for emphasis. 

 

STEP 3 – Task C. Do as a class. Some may see sentences 1A and 2A as informal examples of 

fronting. The initial descriptions are given to identify the subject. The sentence structure in 

these two statements is not standard, but the pattern is common in everyday spoken English. 
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[Task A.] 

Put an X next to each sentence if it is correct. 

Set A 

1. A good long nap is what I need.  [  ] 

2. What I need is a good long nap.  [  ] 

3. Why he lied I will never understand.  [  ] 

4. Why he lied will I never understand.  [  ] 

5. Never understand I will why he lied.  [  ] 

6. I will never understand why he lied.  [  ] 
Set B 

7. Seldom we see modesty in a life full of success.  [  ] 

8. Seldom do we see modesty in a life full of success.  [  ] 

9. In a life full of success we seldom see modesty.  [  ] 

10. We have never been prouder or more pleased. [  ] 

11. Never have we been prouder or more pleased. [  ] 

12. Prouder or more pleased never we have been. [  ] 
Set C 

13. Behind the house was a garden full of wild flowers.   [  ] 

14. There was a garden full of wild flowers behind the house.  [  ] 

15. A garden full of wild flowers there was behind the house.  [  ] 

16. Right in front of me stood a Hollywood celebrity.  [  ] 

17. A Hollywood celebrity stood right in front of me.  [  ] 

18. A Hollywood celebrity right in front of me stood.  [  ] 

   
[Task B.] 

Put an X next to the sentence with the more common or neutral  word order used in everyday English. 

1. a. With no explanation, Mr. Wendell stood up and left the room. [  ] 

b. Mr. Wendell stood up and left the room with no explanation.  [  ] 

2. a. Just around the corner is a café and outdoor market.   [  ] 

b. A café and outdoor market is just around the corner.  [  ] 

3. a. Very carefully, I removed the packaging.    [  ] 

b. I removed the packaging very carefully.    [  ] 
  

[Task C.] 

Put an X next to the sentence with grammar found in informal, spoken English. 

1. a. The little green guy, he’s the master.  [  ] 

b. The little green guy is the master.   [  ] 

2. a. That one in white, she’s the real queen.  [  ] 

b. That woman is white is the real queen.  [  ] 


