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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up by asking students their associations with certain animals: chicken, elephant, 

owl, fox, and bear. If you compare a person one of these animals, is it a compliment or insult?  

  

STEP 2 – Do Task A as a class. Answers: 

1. d  5. h 

2. f  6. g 

3. b  7. e 

4. a  8. c 

 

STEP 3 – Have students do Task B with a partner. Correct as a class. Answers: 

1. “What’s the pecking order?” 

2. “You’re running around like a chicken with its head cut off.” 

3. “Don’t be a chicken.” 

4. “Everyone is walking on eggshells.” 

5. “You know what they say, ‘Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.’ ” 

6. “Do you think she chickened out?” 

7. “Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.” 

8. “He flew the coop.” 

STEP 4 – Assign a situation to pairs or small groups. Offer assistance as needed. Students will 

then read their dialogs to the group.  
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[Task A.] 

Match the expressions to their meanings. 

 

1. chicken  ___     a. escaped, left 

2. chicken out ___     b. hierarchy, ranking 

3. pecking order ___     c. Don’t invest everything in on project. 

4. flew the coop ___     d. coward 

5. run around like a chicken with its head cut off ___ e. Don’t plan on a successful outcome. 

6. walk on eggshells     ___ f. be too scared to do something 

7. Don’t count your chickens before they hatch. ___ g. carefully avoid upsetting someone 

8. Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.  ___ h. go around in a crazy, stressed rush 

  

 

[Task B.] 

Match the statements to the situations. The first one has been done for you. 

Situation Statement (Direct Speech) 
1. You just joined a club at your school. You have some 
ideas, and you don’t know who the best person is to 
talk to. You need to know who’s in charge. 

“Don’t be a chicken.” 
 
 

2. Your friend is very worried because she has a lot of 
work to do this week. S/he needs to slow down and find 
some direction. 

“Do you think she chickened out?” 
 
 

3. Your friend is afraid to talk to a good-looking 
classmate.  You think s/he has no reason to be scared. 
 

“What’s the pecking order?” 
 

4.  Last month a co-worker was fired. This week another 
person was let go. Everyone is trying hard to impress 
the manager and not upset her in any way these days. 

“He flew the coop.” 
 
 

5.  Your friend asked three different people on date for 
this weekend, hoping that at least one will say yes. 
You’re shocked, but your friend explains that it’s good 
to plan ahead this way. 

“You’re running around like a chicken with its head cut 
off.” 
 
 

6.  A friend was supposed to join you and another 
classmate. You had planned to talk together to your 
professor about changing the deadline of your oral 
report. You think this friend got nervous and decided 
not to come. 

“Everyone is walking on eggshells.” 
 

7.  Your friend wants to buy a new computer now, 
thinking his/her tax return will be large enough to cover 
the expense. You think this is unwise to do too soon. 

“Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.” 
 
 

8.  A friend was supposed to show up and join your 
study group. It was his turn to lead and share notes. You 
suspect he got lazy and chose free time over studies. 

“You know what they say, ‘Don’t put all your eggs in 
one basket.’ ” 
 

 

[Task C.] 

Create a short dialog based on one of the situations in Task B. Your dialog must include the statement that 

matched your situation. 


