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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up by asking students if they know of any pets or other animals owned by their 

neighbors.  Ask, “What do you think are the responsibilities of the animal owners?” 

 

STEP 2 – The text in Task A could be read in solo, in pairs, or as a class. As you correct the 

answers, ask students to explain their choices. Help as needed. See explanations in red below. 

 

Answers: 
Did you ever see something strange outside your window? *With “ever” the simple past can be used to ask about 

general past experiences.]Two days ago, I was working at my computer, when something outside on my front lawn 

caught my eye. I looked out and saw a chicken.  Sure, we get crows, robins, and other feathered visitors in our area, 

but never a chicken. I’m quite close to the city. This isn’t the countryside. I later found out my neighbors had bought 

chickens. They said they wanted fresh eggs. Okay. 

 

Well, yesterday I had an even bigger surprise. So there I am, walking to my mailbox. *“So there I am” is a clue. It sets 

up the narrative to be told in the present, to seem more vivid.] I turn around at the sound of clucking. The whole flock 

of chickens has gathered on my lawn, and they’re pecking here and there in search of food. [The second verb in that 

sentence is still in the present, so a present tense verb must also be used in the first clause.] Cluck, cluck, cluck. It was 

a half hour before they left.  

 

I’m not so sure I like the idea of chickens spending time on the front lawn. There’s a cat in our neighborhood, and it is 

always running through the yard, but this doesn’t bother me a bit because it happens so quickly. The neighbors say 

they want their chickens to have some freedom. [This is a habitual or repeated action in the present.] 

 

I’ve thought about some solutions. I’m getting a fence…or a cat, one that likes to chase birds away. [This is a planned 

action, an intended action, much like “I’m going to get a fence.”] 

 

 

STEP 3 – Have students complete Task B either solo or in pairs. Correct their work as a class. 

Answers: 

1. (C) Have you ever seen…? 

2. (A) was…turned…had gathered…they were pecking… 

3. (C) always runs 

4. (A) I’m going to get 

 

STEP 4 – Optional. Write a short narrative about a time something surprising that happened in 

your home or neighborhood. 
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[Task A.] 

Identify the verb forms that best complete the text. Underline your choices. 

 

[Did you ever see / Were you ever seeing] something strange outside your window? Two days ago, I 

was working at my computer, when something outside on my front lawn caught my eye. I looked out 

and saw a chicken.  Sure, we get crows, robins, and other feathered visitors in our area, but never a 

chicken. I’m quite close to the city. This isn’t the countryside. I later found out my neighbors had bought 

chickens. They said they wanted fresh eggs. Okay. 

 

Well, yesterday I had an even bigger surprise. So there I am, walking to my mailbox. [I turned / I turn] 

around at the sound of clucking. The whole flock of chickens [had gathered / has gathered] on my lawn, 

and they’re pecking here and there in search of food. Cluck, cluck, cluck. It was a half hour before they 

left.  

 

I’m not so sure I like the idea of chickens spending time on the front lawn. There’s a cat in our 

neighborhood, and it [is always running / was always running] through the yard, but this doesn’t 

bother me a bit because it happens so quickly. The neighbors say they want their chickens to have some 

freedom.  

 

I’ve thought about some solutions. [I get / I’m getting] a fence…or a cat, one that likes to chase birds 

away. 
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[Task B.] 

Identify which other verb forms could be used in the same statement and with the same meaning. 

1. Did you ever see something strange outside your window? 

 a. Were you ever seeing…? 

 b. Have you ever seen…? 

 c. Will you ever see…? 

 

2. So there I am, walking to my mailbox. I turn around at the sound of clucking. The whole flock has gathered on  

    my lawn, and they’re pecking here in there in search of food. 

a. was…turned…had gathered…they were pecking… 

b. had been…had turned…had gathered…they have been pecking 

c. have been….have turned…has gathered…they have been pecking 

 

3. There’s a neighborhood cat, and it is always running through the yard. 

 a. has always been running 

b. had always run 

c. always runs 

 

4. I’ve thought about some solutions. I’m getting a fence…or a cat, one that likes to chase birds away. 

 a. I’m going to get 

 b. I was going to get 

 c. I’ve gotten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


