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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up by asking students to name numbers between 0 and 10 that sound like other 

words. Answers: one – won/    two – to – too/      eight – ate    [Also: four – (prefix “fore-“)] 

Explain that English has words that sound the same or look the same, but the meanings are 

different. On the one hand, these words can cause confusion. On the other hand, we can 

cleverly use our knowledge of these words, for example, in making a pun. 

  

STEP 2 – Do Task A as a class. Answers: 1. homographs 2. homonyms 3. homophones 

 

STEP 3 – Have students do Task B with a partner. Correct as a class. Answers: 
1. Have you ever read a book by Stephen King? 

2. Have you ever taken a ferry ride? Did you get seasick? 

3. Do you ever wish you had a maid? 

4. Have you ever been stung by a bee? 

5. Do you eat meat? 

6. Does your nose look like anyone else’s in your family? 

7. Do you prefer to travel by plane or car? 

8. Do you know how to make cookie dough? 

9. When is the last time you looked through your photos of friends and family? 

10. Do you think it’s rude to stare at others? 

11. Name the most recent film you saw. Recall one scene and briefly retell it. 

12. Can you sew a button on a shirt? 

13. Would you ever lie to a friend? 

14. Do you only buy expensive things when they go on sale? 

15. Have you ever seen deer crossing a road? 

16. In your home is there usually peace and quiet or lively noise? 

17. Name something you need to buy at the store soon. 

18. Name a flower that you like to look at either in a garden or in nature. 

19. Can you  hear owls at night where you live? 

20. When is the last time you rode a roller-coaster? 

STEP 4 – Have students discuss the questions in Task B. Partners can take turn asking questions, 

for example, 10 and 10. Alternatively, students can change partners every 5 questions.  

 

STEP 5 – Have a volunteer read the text in Task C. Invite others to help with the pronunciation 

of the words in bold. Ask the class to explain other meanings of those three words. 

STEP 6 – Try short dictations. After correcting each one, you can discuss the questions. 

a. Would you grin and bear it if a bear came running after you? 

b. You’re going to a fair. Would a suit and tie suit the occasion? 

c. Are dates a good gift to bring to a dinner date? 
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[Task A.] 

Identify the words as homographs, homophones, or homonyms based on the definitions. 

 

 Homographs are words with the same spelling, but they have different meanings. 

 

 Homophones are words with the same pronunciation, but they have different meanings and spellings. 

 

 

 Homonyms are words that have the same pronunciation and spelling, but they have different meanings. 

 

 

1. A tear was on her cheek when she said, “Please don’t tear that picture.” ____________________ 

2. How can you just lie there on the couch and lie to me?   ____________________ 

3. Raise your face to feel the warm rays of the sun.    ____________________ 

 

[Task B.] 

Choose the right word to finish the questions. 

1. Have you ever (read / red) a book by Stephen King? 

2. Have you ever taken a (fairy / ferry) ride? Did you get seasick? 

3. Do you ever wish you had a (maid/ made)? 

4. Have you ever been stung by a (be / bee)? 

5. Do you eat (meat / meet)? 

6. Does your (nose / knows) look like anyone else’s in your family? 

7. Do you prefer to travel by (plain / plane) or car? 

8. Do you know how to make cookie (doe / dough)? 

9. When is the last time you looked (threw / through) your photos of friends and family? 

10. Do you think it’s rude to (stair / stare) at others? 

11. Name the most recent film you saw. Recall one (scene / seen) and briefly retell it. 

12. Can you (so / sew) a button on a shirt? 

13. (Would / wood) you ever lie to a friend? 

14. Do you only buy expensive things when they go on (sail / sale)? 

15. Have you ever seen (deer / dear) crossing a road? 

16. In your home is there usually (piece / peace) and quiet or lively noise? 

17. Name something you need to (buy / bye) at the store soon. 

18. Name a (flower / flour) that you like to look at either in a garden or in nature. 

19. Can you (here / hear) owls at night where you live? 

20. When is the last time you (road / rode) a roller-coaster? 

[Task C.] 

Read the text. 

The police officer stopped Jordan on the highway for speeding. Jordan wanted to object, but he knew any protest 

might make a bad situation become worse. He’d wind up with a ticket rather than a warning. 

LOOK the same 

SOUND the same 

LOOK & SOUND 

the same. 

Different 

meanings. 
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