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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Post two famous self-portraits for students to view. Easily available on the Internet are 

Vincent van Gogh’s and Andy Warhol’s works. Think of who your students would best know. 

Ask students to identify the artists and the subjects: 

 Who are these portraits of? 

 Who painted them? 

Ask students to explain how the meaning changes if the first question replaced “of” with “by”? 

Then show students a model using both OF and BY:   

This is a portrait of Vincent van Gogh. It’s a self-portrait. It was painted by the artist himself. 

 

STEP 2 – Find 4-5 images of famous works of art. (Suggestions: Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci,  

David by Michelangelo, Water Lilies by Claude Monet, The Persistence of Memory by Salvador 

Dalí, Starry Night by Vincent van Gogh) Have students work in pairs to identify the subject and 

artists. Volunteers will share their guesses with the class using OF and BY. You can provide the 

appropriate prompts: 

 This is a sculpture of… / It was sculpted by/ made by… 

 This is a painting of…/ It was painted by/ done by… 

 This is a photo of…/ It was taken by… 

 

STEP 3 – As a class, ask students to share their ideas and knowledge about art by completing 

these sentences. 

1. Artists use different mediums. They can draw in charcoal or… 

2. Artists use different tools. They can create things with brushes or…  

Then ask students to identify uses of by, in, of, and with by completing Task A.  

Answers: 1 (b), 2 (d), 3 (c), 4 (a) 

 

STEP 4 – Have students work alone or in pairs to complete Task B. Correct their answers as a 

class. Answers: 
1. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” is a story [by] James Thurber. Thurber was known for his humor, and this 

famous piece of writing is very entertaining. The story was first told on paper, but it has also been retold 

[in] a Hollywood film – twice. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” is essentially a tale [of] escape. The 

audience watches the main character step into funny daydreams. It becomes a little sad because all the 

great acts [by] Mitty take place [in] fantasy, not reality. 

 

2. “The Road Not Taken” [by] Robert Frost is a poem [of] reflection. It was written [in] rhyme. To be exact, 

the poem was written [with] the rhyme scheme ABAAB. The smooth flow of the verses helps the reader 

follow the direction of thought. Why does anyone of us choose one path over another? And are we happy 

with our choices when we look back? 
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[Task A.] 

Match the preposition to its correct use. 

1. by  a.  used to name a specific tool or instrument for doing something 

2. in  b. used to give credit to an artist 

3. of  c. used to name the subject of a work of art 

4. with  d. used to name the medium or materials 

   
[Task B.] 

Choose the best prepositions to complete the texts. 

1. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” is a story [of/by] James Thurber. Thurber 

was known for his humor, and this famous piece of writing is very 

entertaining. The story was first told on paper, but it has also been retold 

[in/by] a Hollywood film – twice. “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” is 

essentially a tale [with/of] escape. The audience watches the main 

character step into funny daydreams. It becomes a little sad because all the 

great acts [by/in] Mitty take place [in/of] fantasy, not reality. 

 

2. “The Road Not Taken” [of/by] Robert Frost is a poem [of/by] reflection. It 

was written [with/in] rhyme. To be exact, the poem was written [with/in] 

the rhyme scheme ABAAB. The smooth flow of the verses helps the reader 

follow the direction of thought. Why does anyone of us choose one path 

over another? And are we happy with our choices when we look back? 
 

 

 

 

 


