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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up by asking students to name things that are gigantic. Make a list of at least 

three items. Then ask them which is the biggest of all. Ask, “Could we say one is more gigantic 

than the other?” Why or why not? 

  

STEP 2 – Explain that adjectives like gigantic describe objects, but because they are extreme in 

nature, we normally do not use them in comparative or superlative forms. 

 

STEP 3 – Do Task A as a class. Answers: 

List A List B 

big in size gigantic, enormous, huge 

at a very cold temperature freezing 

at a very hot temperature scorching 

extremely beautiful gorgeous 

 These adjectives are extreme in nature. 

 

STEP 4 – Do Task B as in pairs or small groups. Answers: 

List A List B 

correct and true right 

incorrect and false wrong 

the best in every way perfect 

living the longest, living forever eternal 

the same in size, strength, etc. equal 

not alive dead 

not dead alive 

unable to harm in any way harmless 

complete and whole total 

not possible impossible 

 These adjectives serve more to classify rather than describe. They express an absolute. 
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STEP 5 – Do Task C as a class. Answers: 

1. At the top of the mountain, the view was utterly glorious. “I feel so alive!” Kerry cried with joy. 

2. Darren told his friend, “I just met someone. She’s absolutely amazing!”  

3. The test was totally impossible to pass. 

4. Who does he think he is? He thinks he’s so perfect. 

5. “Don’t be afraid, honey,” said the mother softly, “That spider is completely harmless.” 

The adjectives express either an extreme or an absolute, and they normally are not gradable. Only 

certain adverbs of degree can be used with non-gradable adjectives. 

STEP 6 – Students may do Task D in class or as homework.  
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[Task A.] 

Find one-word adjectives that have the same meaning. 

List A List B 

big in size gigantic,… 

at a very cold temperature  

at a very hot temperature  

extremely beautiful  

 How are these one-word adjectives similar to one another? 

 

[Task B.] 

Find one-word adjectives that have the same meaning. 

List A List B 

correct and wholly true right 

incorrect and completely false  

the best in every way  

living forever  

the same in size, strength, etc.  

not alive  

not dead  

unable to harm in any way  

complete and whole  

not possible  

 How are these one-word adjectives similar to one another? 

 

[Task C.] 

Underline the adverbs that modify each adjective. The first has been done for you. 

1. At the top of the mountain, the view was utterly glorious. “I feel so alive!” Kerry cried with joy. 

2. Darren told his friend, “I just met someone. She’s absolutely amazing!”  

3. The test was totally impossible to pass. 

4. Who does he think he is? He thinks he’s so perfect. 

5. “Don’t be afraid, honey,” said the mother softly, “That spider is completely harmless.” 

Did the underlined adverbs include “very”? Why not? 

 

[Task D.] 

Write a short paragraph either about an absolutely perfect day or a totally amazing vacation you had. 
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