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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Warm up by asking students if they’ve ever dreamed in English. Ask if they believe that 

dreams have meanings. For example, what could it mean to dream about falling or flying? 

Could places or objects in dreams have significance?  

 

STEP 2 – Task A. Read as a class. Then break into pairs or small groups to discuss briefly possible 

continuations to the story. 

   

STEP 3 – Task B may be done as a class. Answers: 

After falling asleep, I tumbled quickly into a dream. I stood in front of a door, thinking maybe I shouldn’t open it.  

But I turned the knob, and it opened easily. I saw a large room beyond the door. It wasn’t exactly unpleasant with 

its high ceilings and sunlit floors, but the room was unfamiliar, so I was afraid to walk into it. Would the door stay 

open behind me? If shut, would it open again or would I be locked out? 
 

While standing there full of fear, I began to hear music. I couldn’t resist any longer. I took a few steps forward, so I 

could hear more clearly. Yes. I knew that melody! Having heard it many times in my childhood, I was comforted. I 

even began to hum along.  
 

“Join me,” a friendly voice called out.  
 

“Thank you,” I replied, not wishing to be rude. I took another step forward, but suddenly the floor fell out from 

under me. Although surprised and scared, I laughed the kind of laugh one might give on a roller-coaster. 
 

The next moment I was standing safely on both feet right in front of… 

 

STEP 4 – Have students do Task C independently. Then correct their work as a class. Review 

how each adverb clause was formed. You may refer to the chart on the final page of this 

handout. Answers: 

1. After I fell asleep, 

2. as I was thinking maybe I shouldn’t open it. (Other variations are possible.) 

3. If it were shut, 

4. While I was standing there full of fear 

5. Because I had heard it many times in my childhood, 

6. because I didn’t wish to be rude. 

7. Although I was surprised and scared 

 

STEP 5 – Task D may be done in class or as homework. 
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[Task A.] 

Read the text. What do you think happens next? 

 

After falling asleep, I tumbled quickly into a dream. I stood in front of a door, thinking maybe I shouldn’t 

open it.  But I turned the knob, and it opened easily. I saw a large room beyond the door. It wasn’t 

exactly unpleasant with its high ceilings and sunlit floors, but the room was unfamiliar, so I was afraid to 

walk into it. Would the door stay open behind me? If shut, would it open again or would I be locked out? 
 

While standing there full of fear, I began to hear music. I couldn’t resist any longer. I took a few steps 

forward, so I could hear more clearly. Yes. I knew that melody! Having heard it many times in my 

childhood, I was comforted. I even began to hum along.  
 

“Join me,” a friendly voice called out.  
 

“Thank you,” I replied, not wishing to be rude. I took another step forward, but suddenly the floor fell 

out from under me. Although surprised and scared, I laughed the kind of laugh one might give on a 

roller-coaster. 
 

The next moment I was standing safely on both feet right in front of… 

 

[Task B.] 

Look back at Task A. Can you identify and underline the reduced adverb clauses in the text? The first two have 

been underlined. Use the charts on the next page for help. 

 

[Task C.] 

Look back at Task A. Can you rewrite each adverb phrase into a full adverb clause?  

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

[Task D.] 

Finish the story. Try to use at least two different kinds of adverb phrases. 
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REDUCED ADVERB CLAUSES 
Adverb clauses of time, reason, condition, and concession can often be reduced to phrases. These adverb phrases 

are more common in writing and are not really used in conversation. 

 The subjects of the adverb clause and adverb phrase must be the same. The subject is omitted from the 

adverb phrase. The adverb (subordinating conjunction) is often but not always kept. 

After falling asleep, I tumbled quickly into a dream. 

(With full clause) After I fell asleep, I tumbled quickly into a dream. 
 

 A reduced adverb clause can come before or after the main clause, and a comma is used for separation. 

After falling asleep, I tumbled quickly into a dream.   

I stood in front of a door, thinking maybe I shouldn’t open it.  
 

 Most reduced clauses use present (-ing) or past (-ed) participles. Present participles are used more often. 

After falling asleep, I tumbled quickly into a dream.   

If asked, I would have sworn it was all real.   (If I were asked…) 

Though far from confident, I lifted my chin and stood tall. (Though I was far from confident…) 
 

Use a present 
participle. 

If the adverb clause has an active 
verb and a form of BE, omit the 
form of BE and use the present 
participle of the main verb. 
 

While I was debating what to do, I felt someone 
push me into a chair. 
                      While debating what to do, I felt 
someone push me into a chair. 

If the adverb clause has an active 
verb and there is no form of BE, 
use the present participle of the 
main verb. 

I tried to answer politely because I hoped for 
kindness in return. 
                     I tried to answer politely, hoping for 
kindness in return. 

If the adverb clause has an active 
verb in the present or past perfect, 
use “having” + the past participle 
of the main verb. 

Despite the fact that I had never seen the woman 
before, I knew she was a friend. 
                     Despite never having seen the 
woman before, I knew she was a friend. 

Use a past 
participle. 

If the adverb clause has a passive 
verb in the simple present or past, 
omit the helping verb and use the 
past participle of the main verb. 

If I were stuck in this dream world, I wondered if 
I could learn to be happy in it. 
                      If stuck in this dream world, I 
wondered if I could learn to be happy in it. 

If the adverb clause has a passive 
verb in the present or past perfect, 
use “having been” + the past 
participle of the main verb. 

I asked for help because I had been told that fairy 
godmothers could grant ones’ wishes. 
                     I asked for help, having been told 
that fairy godmothers could grant one’s wishes. 

 

Time (before, after, when*, 
while*, since, once, until) 
*Can be omitted. 

Once the words were spoken, they would create magic. 
                   Once spoken, the words would create magic. 

Reason (because – always omitted) 
 

Because I had never done a spell, I spoke with uncertainty. 
                  Never having done a spell, I spoke with uncertainty. 

Condition (if) 
 

The witch would use her evil powers if she were angered. 
                 The witch would use her evil powers, if angered. 

Concession (although, though, 
despite, in spite of) 

Although the prince was trapped in frog form, he tried to help. 
                  Although trapped in frog form, the prince tried to help. 
 
 

 


