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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – You may warm-up by asking students to recall favorite children’s games and toys. If 

possible, show photos of a hula hoop, the game of jacks, a horseshoe, and a yo-yo. Can they 

identify each by name? Do they still remember how to play the games or use the toys? 

 

Step 2 –Students may complete the sets of sentences on the next page solo, in pairs, or as a 

class. Encourage them to identify the patterns: 

 

Set 1: Commas are used before coordinating conjunctions.  

Example: A hula hoop is a large plastic ring, and you make it move in circles with your hips. 

 

Set 2: A comma separates a dependent clause from an independent clause that follows it. 

Example: Although the game of jacks is popular, it may be known by other names. 

Compare: You have to pick up a jack and catch the ball before the ball hits the ground. 

 

Set 3: A comma sets off an introductory word or phrase. 

Example: According to some, the game of horseshoes may have its origins in the Olympic event 

of discus throwing. 

 

Set 4: Commas set off words or phrases that interrupt the flow of a sentence. 

Example: 40 feet is a considerable distance, however. 

 

Set 5: Commas set off items in a list. The comma before “or” or “and” is optional. 

Example: Old Maid, Crazy 8s, and Go Fish are names of card games. / Old Maid, Crazy 8s and Go 

Fish are names of card games. 

 

Optional: Students may briefly research and write about a recreational activity of their choice. 

Limit their writing to 4-5 sentences. Peer editing may be done in class before students submit 

their work. 
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Set 1 

1. A hula hoop is a large plastic ring and you make it move in circles with your hips. 

2. The first hoops were probably made from plants or grasses but today hula hoops are 

made of plastic. 

3. You might read about the ancient Egyptians playing with hoops or you may find out that 

the British were swinging hoops around their hips in the 14th century. 

4. Many think of hooping as a fun activity yet among Native Americans hoop dancing has 

traditionally been part of storytelling. 

5. Swinging a number of hoops at once has become an art form so don’t be surprised if 

you see a professional performer work with hoops at a circus. 

 

Set 2 

6. Although the game of jacks remains popular it may be known by other names. 

7. Whether you call it jacks or fivestones the basic game rules remain the same. 

8. After you bounce a ball you must quickly take action. 

9. You have to pick up a jack and catch the ball before the ball hits the ground. 

10. If you don’t pick up a jack or catch the ball in time then it’s the next player’s turn. 

 

Set 3 

11. According to some the game of horseshoes may have its origins in the Olympic event of 

discus throwing. 

12. People set up two stakes for horseshoes as they please in their backyards. However in 

tournaments there is an official distance of 40 feet for men and 30 feet for women.  

13. At first the stakes were quite low. After some time rule makers agreed to make the 

stakes higher. 

 

Set 4 

14. You may have good aim. 40 feet is a considerable distance however. 

15. 30 feet obviously is a slightly more manageable distance for young horseshoe pitchers. 

16. Players over 70 like the juniors throw from 30 feet. 
 

Set 5 

17. Old Maid Crazy 8s and Go Fish are names of card games. 

18. Jump ropes Frisbees and hula hoops are mainly used outside.  

19. You can fly a kite at a park at the beach or in another large open area. 

20. Most children enjoy yo-yos jacks hula hoops and just about any kind of ball. 


