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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – If possible, show examples of book dedications. Have students note the language used. 

“This book is dedicated to…” Remind students that there are certain collocations with TO and 

AT. Help them recall the differences between the two prepositions. Both can express direction. 

 TO: giving with the expectation something will be received (explain it to someone) 

AT: directing one’s feelings or efforts toward something (mad at someone, good at 

something) 

 

Step 2 –Task A can be done in pairs and then as a class.  

Answers: 

1. Whether you’re famous or not, you should be polite to others. 

2. Some celebrities get mad at the media for taking photos of them. 

3. Some musicians are really good at connecting with their audience. 

4. When you explain something to others, keep things simple and clear. 

5. Some people have trouble giving control to others. 

6. It takes a special kind of person to teach new skills to children. 

7. In any business, one needs to be respectful to clients. 

8. It’s healthy for people to be exposed to other cultures. 

9. Never say you’re terrible at something. Just say, “I could be better.” 

10. Hopefully, we can all name someone who is always sweet to us. 

 

Step 3 – Task B must be done in pairs. 

Step 4 – Task C can be done for homework. The corrected paragraph can be shared with the 

person it is about.   
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Task A. Complete the sentences with TO or AT. Circle your choices. 

1. Whether you’re famous or not, you should be polite [to/at] others. 

2. Some celebrities get mad [to/at] the media for taking photos of them. 

3. Some musicians are really good [to/at] connecting with their audience. 

4. When you explain something [to/at] others, keep things simple and clear. 

5. Some people have trouble giving control [to/at] others. 

6. It takes a special kind of person to teach new skills [to/at] children. 

7. In any business, one needs to be respectful [to/at] clients. 

8. It’s healthy for people to be exposed [to/at] other cultures. 

9. Never say you’re terrible [to/at] something. Just say, “I could be better.” 

10. Hopefully, we can all name someone who is always sweet [to/at] us. 

 

Task B. Ask your partner these questions. Note the answers. 

1. What do you excel at? 

My partner excels at ______________________________________________________. 
 

2. What’s one thing you wish you were better at? 

S/he wishes s/he were better at ____________________________________________. 
 

3. Can you laugh at yourself or things you do? Give an example. 

My partner laughs at _____________________________________________________. 
 

4. Name your favorite song. If you could, who would you dedicate the song to? 

His/her favorite song is _______________________________________. If s/he could, 

s/he’d dedicate it to ______________ because ________________________________. 
 

5. Today is “Give Thanks Day” at school or at work. Who will you express your thanks to? 

How will you show your thanks? 

My partner would show his/her gratitude to __________________________________.  

 

Task C. Write a short paragraph about your partner based on your notes in Task B. 

Model:  Marcus is a wonderful person. He says he doesn’t excel at anything, but I 

think he’s really good at English. He wishes he were better at writing. He says he 

laughs at the mistakes he makes, not just in English but in his own language. 

Marcus is not only modest, but he’s very sweet. He likes The Beatles and would 

dedicate “All My Loving” to his girlfriend if he could because she’s special to him. 

Marcus is also nice to others. He said he doesn’t wait for special days to say 

thanks. He tries to show his gratitude to others every day with kind words. 


