
Precious Practice:  Consonant Blends with R 

 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Define terrain. Ask students to describe different types of terrains or features of 

certain terrains. You can show images to prompt them: hills, valleys, swamps, and rocky terrain. 

Ask students which terrains a train can cross. Prompt them to use the wording: A train can 

cross… This will allow you to evaluate sounds in context. How accurately do students 

pronounce the consonant blend TR? Do they make a distinction between train and terrain? 

 

Step 2 –Students may read the texts aloud as a class or in pairs.  

 Sets 1-2: Be sure the TR, PR, and CR blends are said clearly without an additional 

syllable. 

 Set 4: Be sure students make a distinction between voiced and unvoiced consonants. 

 

Step 3 – The text highlights TR, PR, and CR blends. A couple of contrasting sounds have been 

included: great and corroded. Have students practice reading the text with a partner. 

Encourage peer correction when possible.  

OPTIONAL: Have students submit a recording of their reading as homework.  

http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/terrain
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Set 1 

1. You need energy to race. / There was no trace of the robbery. 

2. The hungry kids decided to raid the kitchen. / Some people trade baseball cards. 

3. You don’t want to rip that. / When is your trip? 

4. Please give this to Rick. / Watch me do a trick on my bike. 

5. It wasn’t their plan to wreck the room. / It was a long trek up seven flights of stairs. 

6. I’d like to learn to ride a horse. / I never tried anything like that. 

7. I need to talk to Ruth. / Are you telling me the truth? 

8. She sang to Rue. / I know it’s true. 

 

Set 2 

1. Priscilla used a periscope. 

2. We don’t want precious things to perish. 

3. The parents received information in print. 

4. The hotel in Paris was pristine. 

5. By April, the company was in peril. 

6. He’s not crazy. He’s courageous.   

7. She crowed over the corroded metal. 

8. They crawled toward the corral. 

 

Set 3 

1. Craig wore a gray shirt. 

2. There were sharp creases in the green pants. 

3. The money for the train just went down the drain. 

4. Is it true you drew that yourself? 

5. “You’re a pro, bro!” Sam complimented his brother on a good game. 

6. I pruned the plants, so I’ll need a broom to sweep up the leaves. 

 

 

Read the text. Pay attention to the underlined sounds. 

 To Priscilla, the jewelry box was priceless. Although the metal latch had corroded a bit, 

the antique box remained truly remarkable. It had belonged to her Great Aunt Tricia. Once it 

had been crowded with pearls and other precious jewels. Now it held Priscilla’s trinkets. She 

appreciated the box itself. It was a lovely piece from a previous generation, and she wouldn’t 

trade it for anything. 


