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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Warm up by asking students about common problems. 

1. What difficulties do people have at the airport? 

2. What problem could a person have with an ATM? 

3. What trouble might one have with neighbors? 

 

Step 2 – Explain that students will first complete a question as a class by choosing the correct 

prepositions. Then in pairs or small groups they can discuss the question before moving on to 

the next. Answers: 

1. Four friends are making plans for a camping trip. They’ll take a tent, a flashlight, and 

some matches. What else should they add to their list? 

 

2. Dana and Spencer are a couple. Dana sees Spencer talking and laughing with a girl he 

used to date. Should Dana speak to (also possible: with) Spencer about this? 

 

3. Michael, an American, is married to a woman from the Netherlands. Her first language 

is Dutch. What language should they speak with (also possible: to) their children? 

 

4. Two sisters are arguing with each other about what to buy for their mother’s 60th 

birthday. Should they pay for cruise or new kitchen appliances? 

 

5. Valerie is moving to a new apartment. She asked for help, but her friend now has a 

problem with his back and can’t lift anything. Valerie has no money to hire movers, so 

what should she do? 

 

6. Rick just found out that the woman he’s becoming involved with is actually good friends 

with his rival at work. Should he let this bother him? 

 

7. Kate found a lost wallet with a lot of cash. The owner, an elderly woman, wants to 

reward Kate for returning the wallet. Kate would normally be satisfied with a “thank 

you,” but she could use some money now. Should she accept? 

 

8. Luis has never been content with losing when he plays sports. Last week he got angry 

during a basketball game and walked away from the game and his friends. He’s feeling 

guilty now. Is there a way to apologize for this? 

 

Step 3 – Have students create similar questions for others to complete and discuss. 
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Directions: Complete the sentences with the correct prepositions. Discuss the questions with 

your partner(s). 

 
1. Four friends are making plans [for/to/with] a camping trip. They’ll take a tent, a 

flashlight, and some matches. What else should they add [for/to/with] their list? 

 
2. Dana and Spencer are a couple. Dana sees Spencer talking and laughing 

[for/to/with] a girl he used to date. Should Dana speak [for/to/with] Spencer about 

this? 

 
3. Michael, an American, is married [for/to/with] a woman from the Netherlands. Her 

first language is Dutch. What language should they speak [for/to/with] their 

children? 

 
4. Two sisters are arguing [for/to/with] each other about what to buy [for/to/with] 

their mother’s 60th birthday. Should they pay [for/to/with] cruise or new kitchen 

appliances? 

 
5. Valerie is moving to a new apartment. She asked [for/to/with] help, but her friend 

now has a problem [for/to/with] his back and can’t lift anything. Valerie has no 

money to hire movers, so what should she do? 

 
6. Rick just found out that the woman he’s becoming involved [for/to/with] is actually 

good friends [for/to/with] his rival at work. Should he let this bother him? 

 
7. Kate found a lost wallet with a lot of cash. The owner, an elderly woman, wants to 

reward Kate [for/to/with] returning the wallet. Kate would normally be satisfied 

[for/to/with] a “thank you,” but she could use some money now. Should she 

accept? 

 
8. Luis has never been content [for/to/with] losing when he plays sports. Last week he 

got angry during a basketball game and walked away from the game and his friends. 

He’s feeling guilty now. Is there a way to apologize [for/to/with] this? 

 
Your turn. Can you create a problem for your class to discuss? Try using one or two of the 

following combinations. 

in love with addicted to bored with  wait for       a reason for   trouble with the key to 


