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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Warm up by asking students if it’s easier to give advice or follow advice from friends. 

 

Step 2 – Explain that students will have the chance to offer advice for different situations. You 

can have them complete the sentences independently and then correct their work as a class. All 

possible prepositions should be discussed. Once all answers have been confirmed, students can 

work in pairs or small groups to discuss their suggestions for each problem.  

 

Answers: 

1. Over the last few years, you and a friend have both performed well within the same 

company. Now you two want the same promotion. You’re asked to give an honest 

opinion of your friend and coworker. What do you do? 

2. While on vacation, you meet a celebrity who is trying to enjoy the resort without being 

noticed. You wish you could tell the world who you just met. What do you do? 

3. You make plans to visit a friend in the hospital, but on the day you promised to go your 

boss asks you to dinner. If you accept the invitation, you’ll miss visiting hours at the 

hospital. You suspect that your boss wants to talk about a promotion. What do you do? 

4. A good friend calls you at 10:30 p.m. with a personal problem s/he wants to discuss. You 

have a big exam tomorrow and really should get to sleep. What do you do? 

5. Over the past several days, your close friend has become quieter and almost secretive. 

What do you do? 

6. Your sister has been behaving oddly at/during/throughout dinner. It seems urgent since 

she keeps making a warning gesture. You have no idea what she’s trying to warn you 

about. It’s obvious, though, that her message is a secret. What do you do? 

7. In the morning, you were in a rush and packed your bag quickly. Now it’s time for class, 

and you realize you left your homework at home. What do you do? 

8. You planned a picnic with your friends, but now it looks as if it could rain at any time. 

You already bought the food and drinks. What do you do? 

9. You forgot to close the window. It rained hard during/throughout the night, and now 

your mother’s new carpet is wet. What do you do? 

10. Oh no! On Valentine’s Day you realize you forgot to prepare a gift for that special 

person in your life. You two are meeting in less than an hour. What do you do? 

 

 

Step 3 – Have students create similar scenarios for others to complete and discuss. Their texts 

should have one gap for a preposition of time. 
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Directions: Complete the sentences with the correct prepositions. In some cases, more than 

one preposition is possible. Discuss the questions with your partner(s). 

 

 

 

1. _____ the last few years, you and a friend have both performed well within the same 

company. Now you two want the same promotion. You’re asked to give an honest 

opinion of your friend and coworker. What do you do? 

 

2. While _____ vacation, you meet a celebrity who is trying to enjoy the resort without 

being noticed. You wish you could tell the world who you just met. What do you do? 

 

3. You make plans to visit a friend in the hospital, but _____ the day you promised to go 

your boss asks you to dinner. If you accept the invitation, you’ll miss visiting hours at the 

hospital. You suspect that your boss wants to talk about a promotion. What do you do? 

 

4. A good friend calls you _____ 10:30 p.m. with a personal problem s/he wants to discuss. 

You have a big exam tomorrow and really should get to sleep. What do you do? 

 

5. _____ the past several days, your close friend has become quieter and almost secretive. 

What do you do? 

 

6. Your sister has been behaving oddly _____ dinner. It seems urgent since she keeps 

making a warning gesture. You have no idea what she’s trying to warn you about. It’s 

obvious, though, that her message is a secret. What do you do? 

 

7. _____ the morning, you were in a rush and packed your bag quickly. Now it’s time for 

class, and you realize you left your homework at home. What do you do? 

 

8. You planned a picnic with your friends, but now it looks as if it could rain _____ any 

time. You already bought the food and drinks. What do you do? 

 

9. You forgot to close the window. It rained hard _____ the night, and now your mother’s 

new carpet is wet. What do you do? 

 

10. Oh no! _____ Valentine’s Day you realize you forgot to prepare a gift for that special 

person in your life. You two are meeting in less than an hour. What do you do? 

at   during       in            on    throughout    over 


