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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Warm up by asking students for a prediction about the weather without consulting any 

official forecast. Prompt them to talk about the likelihood of rain, warn sunshine, etc. Restate 

their predictions with the expression “chances are”: So chances are that we won’t have rain, 

right? 

 

Step 2 – Write one or two of your statements with “Chances are…” on the board. Have the class 

identify the meaning of this expression. “It’s likely…” or “In all likelihood…” would be good 

equivalents. Then point out the grammar. Students should easily identify the subject (Chances) 

and verb (are), but challenge them to explain what the “that” clause does. Guide them to see 

how a subject complement defines the subject. It completes the idea. Subject complements are 

just one function that these noun clauses can have. 

 

Step 3 – Lead into the topic of dreams and goals. Ask students to make a prediction about their 

own future. Will they realize a dream or not? When? How? Students can talk briefly to a 

partner and complete the statements: Chances are that I will… / Chances are that I won’t… 

 

Step 4 – Complete Task A as a class. Note when “that” can be omitted. Answers: 

1. I think (that) everyone has a number of dreams. 

2. The problem is (that) we have much to do and little time to do it. 

3. You can always hold on to the hope that you’ll find the time. [Recommend not omitting “that”?] 

4. The fact is (that) we can’t realize all of our dreams. 

5. I’m excited (that) I have the chance to pursue my dream. 

6. Later in life, some feel sorry (that) they didn’t take more risks.  

7. That you at least pursued a dream should count for something. [Do not omit “that.”] 

8. I find it amazing (that) I’m already living one of my dreams! 

 

a. Sentences 2 and 4 give examples of subject complements. What is the problem? What is the 

fact? 

b. Sentences 5, 6, and 8 give examples of adjective complements. What excites you? What 

makes you feel sorry? What’s amazing? 

c. Sentence 3 gives an example of a noun complement. What is your hope? 

d. Sentence 1 gives an example of a direct object. What do you think? 

e. Sentence 7 gives an example of subject. What should count? [Formal wording, not common.] 

 

Step 5 – In Task B, have students share their ideas in pairs or in small groups. 

 

 



Chances Are:  Practice with “That” Clauses 

 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Step 6 – Students can take on the challenge in Task C in pairs or small groups. Answers may 

vary. 

2. I guess it will take me at least five years to realize my dream.  

3. I understand that being successful isn’t all about luck. 

4. I promised myself that I’d never give up. 

5. I strongly believe that hard work and a little luck can lead to great things.  / It’s my strong 

belief that hard work and a little luck can lead to great things.   

 

 

  



Chances Are:  Practice with “That” Clauses 

 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Task A. Underline each “that” clause. The first has been done for you. 

1. I think that everyone has a number of dreams. 

2. The problem is that we have much to do and little time to do it. 

3. You can always hold on to the hope that you’ll find the time. 

4. The fact is that we can’t realize all of our dreams. 

5. I’m excited that I have the chance to pursue my dream. 

6. Later in life, some feel sorry that they didn’t take more risks.  

7. That you at least pursued a dream should count for something.  

8. I find it amazing that I’m already living one of my dreams! 

 

Now identify the function of each “that” clause. One clause has already been identified. 

a. A subject complement follows the linking verb BE and defines the subject. 

Sentences ____ and ____ give examples. 

b. An adjective complement follows an adjective and completes its meaning. 

Sentences ____, ____, and ____ give examples. 

c. A noun complement follows a noun and defines it or explains it. 

Sentence ____ gives an example. 

d. A direct object follows a verb and can answer the question “What?” 

Sentence 1 gives an example. 

e. A subject is what the sentence is about. It comes before the main verb. 

Sentence ____ gives an example. 

 

Task B. Complete the sentences with your own ideas. Share your sentences with a partner. 
1. I imagine that in 10 years I’ll… 
2. I don’t mind taking some risks in life, but I’m afraid that... 
3. There’s a strong possibility that I’ll… 

 

Task C. Rewrite the statement as one sentence with a “that” clause. 

1. My dream is realistic. Don’t try to convince me otherwise. 

Don’t try to convince me that my dream is not realistic. 

2. It will take me at least five years to realize my dream. That’s my guess. 

_________________________________________________________ 

3. Being successful isn’t all about luck. I understand. 

_________________________________________________________ 

4. I’ll never give up. I promised myself. 

_________________________________________________________ 

5. Hard work and a little luck can lead to great things.  That’s my strong belief. 

_________________________________________________________ 


