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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Task A can be completed in pairs or small groups to the best of the students’ knowledge. No 

online or offline sources should be consulted. Go over the correct answers as a class.  Answers: 

1. Ketchup is also known as catsup.     T 

2. Some watermelons are shaped liked cubes.    T 

3. Humans can outrun almost any animal in terms of distance.  T 

4. You can boil an egg in one minute.     F 

5. Slugs are like snails without a shell.     T 

6. Slugs produce a kind of mucous that it can walk on.   T 

7. If you’re stung by a bee, mud put on the area will relieve the pain.    T 

8. Some animals benefit from car exhaust fumes.    F 

9. Penguins look alike, so they use calls to identify their mates.  T 

10. A cup of hot tea can be a part of a nutritious diet.   T 

 

Step 2 – Complete Task B as a class. Volunteers can identify the group each word belongs to. Answers: 

U as in “up” /ʌ/ 
ketchup         slugs            cup 
catsup           stung 
outrun           mud 
  

U as in “question” /w/ 
penguins 
 

U as in “flu” /u/ 
produce* 
nutritious* 

U as in “computer” /yu/ 
cubes                produce*        fumes 
humans            mucous           use 
nutritious* 

U as in “push” /ʊ/ 
put 

U as in “business” /ɪ/ 
minute 

*These words can be pronounced more than one way, especially in different varieties of English. 

 

Step 3 – Have students work alone or in pairs to compose their facts. They can forms small groups to 

quiz each other. They are free to include a false statement in order to test their classmates’ knowledge. 
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Task A. Decide if each statement is True (T) or False (F). Circle your answer. 

1.    Ketchup is also known as as catsup.     T/F 

2. Some watermelons are shaped liked cubes.    T/F 

3. Humans can outrun almost any animal in terms of distance. T/F 

4. You can boil an egg in one minute.     T/F 

5. Slugs are like snails without a shell.     T/F 

6. Slugs produce a kind of mucous that it can walk on.   T/F 

7. If you’re stung by a bee, mud put on the area will relieve the pain. T/F 

8. Some animals benefit from car exhaust fumes.   T/F 

9. Penguins look alike, so they use calls to identify their mates. T/F 

10. A cup of hot tea can be a part of a nutritious diet.   T/F 

 
 

Task B. Look back at Task A. Sort the words in bold into groups according to the pronunciation of ‘U.’ 

U as in “up” /ʌ/ 
 
 
 

U as in “question” /w/ 
 
 
 

U as in “flu” /u/ 
 
 
 

U as in “computer” /yu/ 
 
 
 

U as in “push” /ʊ/ U as in “business” /ɪ/ 

 

Task C. Your turn. Can you write two surprising facts using different pronunciations of ‘U’? 
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