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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Warm up by asking students about their favorite vacation destinations.  

 

Step 2 –Have students work in pairs to complete Task A. Remind them that the first sentence of 

a paragraph is often called the topic sentence. 

 

Step 3 – As a class, have students explain their choice of topic sentences in Task A. Notes: 
a. Vacations are fun. 

This is too general. The focus is too broad. 

b. Whether you’re alone or with family, there are many places to see and many things to do, especially when 

you’re on vacation. 

This is too wordy, and the focus is unclear. 

c. A number of vacation destinations offer an amazing experience. 

This works well as a topic sentence. The topic (vacation destinations) and controlling idea (some offer an 

amazing experience) are clear. 

 

Step 4 – Once students understand the need for a clear topic and controlling idea at the 

beginning, challenge them to state the purpose of a concluding sentence. Have students discuss 

their answers in Task B: 
True. It has the same main idea as the topic sentence. 

True. It has the same focus or point of view as the topic sentence. 

False. It includes an example. 

True. It can include recommendation. 

False. It is a summary, so it must be the longest sentence in the paragraph. 

True. It can use a question for reflection. 

True. It should avoid using the same wording as the topic sentence. 

 

Step 5 – Based on Task B, are students able to suggest a concluding sentence? List appropriate 

ideas. You can also offer them choices on the board: 
a. You can truly have an amazing experience at these vacation destinations. 

b. There are good reasons to vacation at each of these places, so now the choice is yours. 

c. Amazing vacations don’t have to be expensive, so plan wisely. 

NOTES:  Sentence A uses too much of the same wording as our topic sentence. 

Sentence B works best. The wording is original, but the topic and controlling idea (focus) remains 

the same. Also, there is an appropriate call for action. 

Sentence C has the same topic, but it changes the focus to the cost of a vacation. 

 

Step 6 – The paragraph on vacation destinations is to be written in pairs. Tasks C, D, and E will 

guide this collaborative writing. Teacher feedback can encourage the use of specific examples 

and additional details. Final drafts can be shared with the class.  
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Task A.Choose three favorite vacation destinations. 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

Now list reasons for visiting each destination listed above. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

You will use your information to write a paragraph. How will your paragraph begin? Which topic 

sentence would you choose? Circle your choice. 

a. Vacations are fun. 

b. Whether you’re alone or with family, there are many places to see and many things 

to do, especially when you’re on vacation. 

c. A number of vacation destinations offer an amazing experience. 

 

Task B. What is true of a good concluding sentence of a paragraph? Check all that are true.  

___  It has the same main idea as the topic sentence. 

___ It has the same focus or point of view as the topic sentence. 

___  It includes an example. 

___  It can include recommendation. 

___ It is a summary, so it must be the longest sentence in the paragraph. 

___  It can use a question for reflection. 

___ It should avoid using the same wording as the topic sentence. 

 

Task C. Using your ideas about vacation destinations, how would you organize your information 

into a paragraph? List the best places first? List the best places last? List them geographically 

somehow? Talk with your partner. 

 

Task D. Which words and phrases might be helpful for presenting your destinations in your 

paragraph? Circle your choices. Feel free to add other sequence markers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Task E. With your partner, write your paragraph about amazing vacation destinations. Be sure 

to have an introductory sentence, three supporting points, and a concluding sentence. 

 

First  To begin with  In warmer weather For families  In the North 

Second  Another great place is In colder weather  For couples  In the South 

Third  Finally   In any weather  For a group of friends In the East 


