
What It Takes to Learn English: A to Z 

 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Ask students about their study habits. What works for them? Does a person’s attitude 

toward learning affect their success? What kind of attitude is best to have when learning a 

language? 
 

Step 2 – Read through the first chart. Explain new words as needed. Invite students’ ideas 

about why these words were included in the list. Could other words be added? 

 

Step 3 – Post the full version somewhere in the classroom or on an online platform and 

encourage students to read it when they have a free moment. 

   

  



What It Takes to Learn English: A to Z 

 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Attitude 

Belief 

Community 

Decisiveness 

Effort 

Feedback 

Goals 

Help 

Intercultural understanding 

Joy 

Knowledge of grammar 

Listening practice 

Motivation 

Notes 

Optimism 

Pronunciation practice 

Quiet time 

Reading practice 

Speaking practice 

Technology 

Understanding 

Vocabulary practice 

Writing practice 

eXperimentation 

You, yourself 

Zzzs 
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Attitude. Remain positive. 

Belief.  Have confidence in your abilities. 

Community. Find opportunities for real communication. 

Decisiveness. Follow through with your decisions as a learner. 

Effort. Put in the effort, and you’ll get something out of it. 

Feedback. Find resources and people to evaluate your progress. 

Goals. Set realistic goals and make a plan to achieve them. 

Help. Everyone needs help along the way. Ask for it and give it. 

Intercultural understanding. Be prepared to use English globally. 

Joy. Overall, your language studies should bring you happiness. 

Knowledge of grammar is needed to master the language. 

Listening practice is as important as speaking practice. 

Motivation should come from within you as well as from others. 

Notes should be taken in some form and reviewed regularly.  

Optimism is needed in the face of a language challenge. 

Pronunciation practice brings greater accuracy and clarity. 

Quiet time is needed to study, process information, and reflect. 

Reading practice supports other language skills. 

Speaking practice can be done online and offline. 

Technology. Find the tools that work for you. 

Understanding of the learning process will help you stay focused. 

Vocabulary practice must go beyond learning definitions.  

Writing is a skill in itself, but it supports other language skills, too. 

eXperimentation. Don’t fear mistakes. Take risks. 

You, yourself. In the end, success depends on you and your efforts. 

Zzzs. Make time to rest. Learning is easier with a fresh mind. 
 


