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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Warm up by asking students to give examples of cultural differences. Possible prompts: 

 Do people greet one another the same way from country to country? 

 Is there one country or culture that’s easy to identify based on the people’s clothing? 

 Where or when is it appropriate to sit on the ground, in your opinion? Do you think sitting on the 

ground might be more common or less common in another country? 

 What do you picture in your mind when someone says they’re going to the market? How many 

markets have you been to or seen in other countries? 

 

Step 2 – Do Task A as a class. Discuss possibilities. 
Photo credits:  

“Zomer” by FaceMePLS. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

“Bruce and Mhairi’s Wedding 10” by Ronnie Macdonald. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

“Sweet Japan” by RageZ. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

“Fruit Stall” by Andrew Moore. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

 

Step 3 – Have students work on Task B in pairs. One student reads the questions and answer 

choices. The other listens and responds. Once an answer is chosen, the reader gives the 

appropriate explanation. Students can switch roles for the second half. 

 

As a class, the situations can be discussed in further detail at the end of the quiz. You might 

wish to focus on etiquette. Observe there are often similarities, e.g. not cutting in line, but 

there are also differences, as seen in the range of greetings. 
 

Photo credits: 

“Untitled” by Tom Woodward. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

“Amusement Park” by mrhayata. Retrieved from the Creative Commons on Flickr. 

 

Step 4 – Optional. Challenge students to create their own quiz of 3-4 questions. They can use 

online resources that provide information on cultural practices. One group can then share their 

quiz with another.   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/faceme/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ronmacphotos/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/bionicteaching/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Task A. What nationality might these people be? How do you know? 

      
 

    
 

Task B. Take a culture and etiquette quiz with a partner. Take turns asking the questions. If you 

are the one taking the quiz, don’t look at the text. Your partner will read the questions and 

answer choices to you. As the reader, give an explanation after each answer is chosen. 

 

Life at an American School   

1. You arrive at school. You see your friends. How do you greet them? 

a. You shake their hands and say, “Hello. How do you do?” 
Explanation: This would be too formal. How do you do? is reserved for making someone’s acquaintance. 

b. You smile and say, “Hey there. How’s it going?” 
Explanation: This is a common greeting among friends. 

c. You hug and kiss everyone. 
Explanation: This might be too intimate or affectionate, even among American girls and women. 

2. It’s time for your first class. You’re in your seat when the teacher walks in and says, 

“Good morning.” What do you do? 

a. You stand up and bow. 
Explanation: Bowing is not a custom in modern American culture. 

b. You approach the teacher and shake his/her hand. 
Explanation: A handshake with a teacher is not a common greeting. A student generally doesn’t approach a 

teacher unless invited or if s/he has a request. 

c. You politely respond “Good morning” along with your classmates. 
Explanation: This is considered appropriate and respectful. 
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3. Your teacher is speaking about a reading. You don’t fully agree with the teacher’s 

interpretation. What do you do? 

a. You raise your hand to ask if other interpretations are possible. 
Explanation: In U.S. education today, teachers generally welcome creative thinking and the desire to explore 

ideas. A student may question a teacher’s information as long as it’s done respectfully. 

b. You take notes and keep quiet. That’s the most respectful thing to do. 
Explanation: This is a possible course of action, but silence isn’t what most teachers expect from their students in 

a U.S. classroom. You may raise your hand to voice questions. 

c. You walk out of the classroom. You won’t listen to a poor interpretation. 
Explanation: This act would be rude and likely punishable.  

4. You meet a new student in your class. What do you do? 

a. You invite the new student to join you for lunch. 
Explanation: This is considered friendly and appropriate. 

b. You invite the new student to have dinner with your family. 
Explanation: This might be asking for intimacy too fast. Privacy is valued in the U.S. 

c. You ignore the new student and tell your friends to do the same. 
Explanation: This would be unfriendly and rude. 

 

 

At an Amusement Park in the U.S.   

1. You got invited to go visit an amusement park. Your friend offers everyone a ride, and 

you know it’s quite some distance away. What do you do? 

a. You offer your friend some gas money in return. 
Explanation: This would be appropriate among friends, especially those on a budget. You could also offer to pay 

the parking fee if there is one. 

b. You choose to take the public bus and meet him there. 
Explanation: This might seem odd and possibly rude since it’s your friend who’s offering you a ride. 

c. You buy him a present to say thank you. 
Explanation: This would be unexpected and too much. 

2.  At the park, there are long lines for the rides. What do you suggest? 

a. You cut in line and get ahead. 
Explanation: This would be rude. At public places such as a park, rules are followed. 

b. You wait your turn and show patience. 
Explanation: This is the best course of action. Cutting in line or pushing is rude. 

c. You leave the park. This is boring. 
Explanation: This would be rude since you’re not considering your friends’ wishes. 
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3. While standing in line, the person beside you jokingly complains to you about the long 

wait, but also comments on how fun the ride is. What do you do? 

a. You turn away and pretend you didn’t hear. 
Explanation: This would be rude. It’s all right in this kind of public setting for strangers to comment to one 

another. 

b. You listen and then tell one of your childhood memories of going to a park. 
Explanation: It’s polite to acknowledge the stranger’s comment, but sharing a personal story isn’t expected. It 

would also be inviting a degree of intimacy. 

c. You smile and give a short reply. 
Explanation: This is the safest response. 

4. Later you decide to eat, but you see that all the tables near the refreshment stand are 

full. What do you do? 

a. You get food that you can eat while you walk. 
Explanation: Many foods in the U.S. are made and served for people standing or walking. It’s considered food 

“on the go.” This is quite common. 

b. You get your food and wait for a table to open. 
Explanation: This is possible, but not convenient. Another option is to have one person wait for a table to open 

while the rest of the group stands in line to place their order, including food for the person saving the table.  

c. You get your food and find a spot on the ground to eat. 
Explanation: This is not so uncommon in the U.S., but you need to be sure you’re out of the way of those 

walking. Sitting around a tree wouldn’t be a surprising choice, especially if no table were free. 

 


