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Directions for the teacher: 

Step 1 – Warm up by asking students to give examples of extreme weather. 
 

Step 2 – Do the first two items of Task A together. Then have students complete the exercise on 

their own. Correct their work. Discuss why sometimes a preposition gets stranded, that is, left 

alone without an object directly after it. Note cases when this can happen: 

 Questions in everyday conversation. (#5,11) 
#11 Do you have something to cover your head with? 

Could also be written as: What can you cover your head with? 

 Passive constructions. (#2,8) 

 Adjective clauses and reduced adjective clauses. (#7,9,10) 
Example of a reduced clause: #7 Storm chasing was a hobby (that) many hadn’t heard of. 

 Fronting – when we place an idea in an initial position to give it emphasis. 

(#9,12) 
(#12) The sky was too bright to look at. 

Could also be written as: It was too bright to look at the sky. 

Answers: 

1. Extreme weather events happen around the world. 

2. The lightning storm was much talked about the next day. 

3. A whole tree can be uprooted by a tornado. 

4. Heavy rains may last for a long time. 

5. If a flood were coming, which room would you run to? 

6. The 1996 movie Twister brought storm chasing into the public eye. 

7. Storm chasing was a hobby many hadn’t heard of. 

8. The shiny red truck had been bought and paid for…and then the tornado took it! 

9. A few good photographs are all the storm chasers came home with. 

10. This is the storm we’ve been waiting for! 

11. Do you have something to cover your head with? 

12. The sky was too bright to look at. 

 

Step 3 – Have students do Task B in pairs. Correct their work as a class. Note that prepositional 

phrases follow what they modify: nouns, adjectives, and verbs. Discuss variations.  
Example:  The rainbow was so beautiful with its many colors. 

The rainbow with its many colors was so beautiful.  

 Note for #5: If you choose to put both prepositions at the end, remember place goes before time. 

  

Step 4 – Have students complete Task C independently. Correct their work as a class. Discuss 

the paragraph. Who enjoys watching a good storm? Would you consider being a storm chaser? 

     Lightning storms are thrilling. They aren’t really anything to be scared of if you’re in a safe place, but their intensity can take 

your breath away. The light thrown across the sky is one of Mother Nature’s finest displays. Thunder often follows lightning, 

and the two forces together create a show enjoyed by all…well, maybe some will admit to being a little afraid of the loud boom.   
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Task A. Read the questions. Circle each preposition. Underline its object. 

    

1. Extreme weather events happen around the world. 

2. The lightning storm was much talked about the next day. 

3. A whole tree can be uprooted by a tornado. 

4. Heavy rains may last for a long time. 

5. If a flood were coming, which room would you run to? 

6. The 1996 movie Twister brought storm chasing into the public eye. 

7. Storm chasing was a hobby many hadn’t heard of. 

8. The shiny red truck had been bought and paid for…and then the tornado took it! 

9. A few good photographs are all the storm chasers came home with. 

10. This is the storm we’ve been waiting for! 

11. Do you have something to cover your head with? 

12. The sky was too bright to look at. 

 

Task B. Put the prepositional phrase in the correct place. 

1. The rainbow was so beautiful. [with its many colors]  

2. A rainbow is a special sight. [after a storm] 

3. I’ve never seen a rainbow. *without any red+ 

4. The children ran outside to see the rainbow. [with delight] 

5. There was a rainbow. [after the storm][over the highway] 

 

Task C. Underline all the prepositions. 

 

 Lightning storms are thrilling. They aren’t really anything to be scared of if you’re in a 

safe place, but their intensity can take your breath away. The light thrown across the sky is one 

of Mother Nature’s finest displays. Thunder often follows lightning, and the two forces together 

create a show enjoyed by all…well, maybe some will admit to being a little afraid of the loud 

boom.  

 


