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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Use Task A as a warm up activity. You can elicit language to see how accurately 

students understand and some and any. Possible questions: 

 Do we need any plates or napkins? 

 How about some chips or other finger food? 

 Are there any utensils in the school or should we buy some? 

 

STEP 2 – Take examples from Task A and review the key differences between some and any.  

SOME 
Some is generally positive. 
Some is non-specific, but numbers, amounts, or 
names could likely be determined or are likely 
known. 

ANY 
Any is generally negative. 
Any is non-specific because numbers, 
amounts, or names aren’t important. 

1.  Used to name a non-specific number or 
amount.  
I think there are some plates from the last party. 
 
2. Used to refer to part of a group, but not all 
items or members. 
Some students will cook food and bring dishes in. 
 
3. Someone/ something can be used when you’re 
not able to name a specific person or thing. 
I think someone was going to bring a salad. 

1. Often used in questions.  
Do we need any plates? 
 
2. Often used in negatives. 
We don’t have utensils. 
 
3. Used to refer to just a small number or 
amount. 
Do you need any help? (I can offer even 
just a little help.) 
Compare: Do you need some help? (I think 
you might need a certain amount of help.) 
 
4. Anyone/ anything can be used when it’s 
not important to name a specific person or 
thing. 
If anyone likes to bake, please do! 

Sources: 
Greenbaum S. and Quirk R. (1995). A student’s grammar of the English language. Essex: Longman Group UK Limited. 

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English Online. Retrieved from http://www.ldoceonline.com/.  
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STEP 3 – Have students complete Task B independently, either alone or in pairs. Correct their 

work as a class. 

Answers: 

1. Some people may have food allergies. 

2. Does someone/anyone have good playlist of party music? 

(“Anyone” is a common choice in this kind of question because it’s unknown if there will be 

a person with a playlist of party music. Also, who the person is wouldn’t be important.) 

3. I don’t think we should have any raw fish or meats. It might not be safe. 

4. We should have some salty foods and some sweet foods. 

5. Do you have some/any time this morning to help set up tables? 

(“Some time” is a possible choice since the speaker only needs a limited amount of time.) 

6. Were you able to find some/any extra chairs? 

(“Some” might have the expectation that chairs would be available.) 

7. Oh no! We don’t have any cups.  

8. Someone will have to go and buy cups. 

9. Is something/anything burning? Don’t you smell smoke? 

(“Something” sounds more certain that there is indeed food burning, but it’s unclear what it 

is exactly.) 

10. There wasn’t anyone in the kitchen, so I took an extra apron off the wall. 

11. Why don’t you get something to eat? I bet you’re hungry. 

12. I had some soup and a small sandwich earlier.  

 

STEP 4 – Have students complete Task C in small groups.  

 

  



Party Planner: Using Some and Any 
 
 

By Jennifer Lebedev Retrieved from: http://englishwithjennifer.wordpress.com  
 

Task A. Imagine your class is in charge of organizing an international lunch next week. The 

event will be held at the school. The idea is to gather and share foods from different cultures. 

What items do you need to buy or prepare? Your teacher will tell you the budget (how much 

money you can spend).  

 

Task B. Choose the correct words to complete the sentences. Both answers may be possible. 

1. [Some/any] people may have food allergies. 

2. Does [someone/anyone] have good playlist of party music? 

3. I don’t think we should have *some/any+ raw fish or meats. It might not be safe. 

4. We should have [some/any] salty foods and [some/any] sweet foods. 

5. Do you have [some/any] time this morning to help set up tables? 

6. Were you able to find [some/any] extra chairs? 

7. Oh no! We don’t have *some/any+ cups.  

8. [Someone/anyone] will have to go and buy cups. 

9. Is [something/anything] burning? Don’t you smell smoke? 

10. There wasn’t *someone/anyone+ in the kitchen, so I took an extra apron off the wall. 

11. Why don’t you get *something/anything+ to eat? I bet you’re hungry. 

12. I had [some/any] soup and a small sandwich earlier.  

 

Task C. In a small group, write at least three pieces of advice for planning a party. Use some, 

any, something, anything, someone, or anyone. 

Examples: 

 Always buy some extra food because someone can show up without an invitation. 

 If you don’t have any decorations, at least clean up before guests arrive. 

 

 

 

 
 


