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Directions for the teacher: 

STEP 1 – Suggested warm-up. Robert Frost’s The Road Not Taken makes use of prepositions in a 

clear way, for instance: in a wood…in a yellow wood. The meaning of the poem, of course, is 

more challenging to comprehend, but the very idea of choosing one’s path in life and having 

the courage to walk down it without regret nicely sets the stage for a discussion of less 

common uses of prepositions. Can one walk on a path, along a path, and down a path? Is there 

really a difference? Down doesn’t always imply a downward or southern direction. It could 

simply mean further along.  

 

STEP 2 – Students can complete Task A alone or in pairs. Correct their answers as a class.  

Answers: 

1. G   6. E 

2. F   7. G 

3. E   8. F 

4. B   9. A 

5. C   10. D 

STEP 3 – In Task B, students may work in pairs or small groups. 

STEP 4 – Optional task. Students may create their own question for discussion using one of the 

prepositions from Task A.   

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173536
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Task A. Find the meaning of each preposition in bold. Some answers are used more than once. 

____ 1. I ran up the street to my neighbor’s house. 

____ 2. Ben is smart, but he’s not above cheating on a test to get a better grade. 

____ 3. I decided to give my answer through email rather than over the phone. 

____ 4. Carrie, the fourth member of our group, got sick on the day of our presentation, but  

between the three of us we managed to do a good job. 

____ 5. The children were beside themselves with excitement when they boarded the train.  

They couldn’t sit still. 

____ 6. Look! There’s me on TV.  

____ 7. We took a nice stroll down the quiet road. 

____ 8. Pauline would never spread rumors. She’s above that kind of behavior. 

____ 9. The children sat in two groups: boys and girls. 

____ 10. The salesman was good-looking, but that’s really beside the point. 

 

a. refers to parts of a whole 

b. refers to equal sharing, usually of money or labor  

c. used with oneself, herself, etc. to express a strong, overpowering emotion  

d. not connected or related 

e. refers to use of technology 

f. too good for something or too good not to do something 

g. further along 

 

Task B. Discuss the questions with a partner.  

1. Do you think it’s appropriate to fire someone over the phone? 

 
2. Have you ever been on TV? Would you want to be? 

 
3. When you walk down the street you live on, how often do you greet people by name?  

 
4. You and three friends bought a lottery ticket for $20, but actually one friend never got 

around to giving you her $5. She still owes you. Then you find out it’s a winning lottery 

ticket. One million dollars! Do you still divide the money between the four of you? 

 
5. You just started working for a small company where everyone has to share responsibility 

for the kitchen and lunchroom. How do you feel about wiping counters, cleaning the 

sink, and taking out the trash a few times a month? Are you above doing that kind of 

work? 


